ARC 5273C
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT|[661]

Notice of Intended Action

Proposing rule making related to licensing of fire protection and alarm systems contractors
and technicians and providing an opportunity for public comment

The Public Safety Department hereby proposes to amend Chapter 275, “Certification of Automatic
Fire Extinguishing System Contractors,” Chapter 276, “Licensing of Fire Protection System Installers
and Maintenance Workers,” and Chapter 277, “Certification of Alarm System Contractors and Installers,”
Iowa Administrative Code.

Legal Authority for Rule Making
This rule making is proposed under the authority provided in lowa Code sections 100C.7 and 100D.5.
State or Federal Law Implemented
This rule making implements, in whole or in part, lowa Code chapters 100C and 100D.
Purpose and Summary

The purposes of amending Chapters 275, 276, and 277 are to remove provisional language that no
longer applies, to add updated language for new qualifications that are now accepted by the State Fire
Marshal’s office, and to comply with changes passed in 2020 Iowa Acts, House File 2627, for lowa
Code chapter 272C. Included in the updates are references to the current titles for licensure within the
industry. Provisional language that has been removed related to dates ten years or more in the past that
were specifically referenced within the rules.

Fiscal Impact
This rule making has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa.
Jobs Impact
After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
Waivers

Pursuant to the provisions of rule 661—10.222(17A), the Department does not have authority
to waive requirements established by statute. Any person who believes that the application of the
discretionary provisions of this rule making would result in hardship or injustice to that person may
petition the Department for a waiver of the discretionary provisions, if any, pursuant to the provisions
of rule 661—10.222(17A).

Public Comment

Any interested person may submit written or oral comments concerning this proposed rule making.
Written or oral comments in response to this rule making must be received by the Department no later
than 4:30 p.m. on December 8, 2020. Comments should be directed to:



Sarah Jennings

Department of Public Safety
Oran Pape State Office Building
215 East 7th Street

Des Moines, Iowa 50319
Phone: 515.725.6185

Email: jennings@dps.state.ia.us

Public Hearing

No public hearing is scheduled at this time. As provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b,” an oral
presentation regarding this rule making may be demanded by 25 interested persons, a governmental
subdivision, the Administrative Rules Review Committee, an agency, or an association having 25 or
more members.

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rule
making by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or
group, review this rule making at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s
meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in lowa Code section
17A.8(6).

The following rule-making actions are proposed:

ITEM 1. Amend 661—Chapter 275, title, as follows:
CERTEICATION LICENSING OF AUTOMATIC FIRE EXTFINGUISHING PROTECTION
SYSTEM CONTRACTORS

ITEM 2. Amend rules 661—275.1(100C) to 661—275.4(100C) as follows:

661—275.1(100C) Establishment of program. There is established within the state fire marshal
division a fire extinguishing system contractors eertifieation licensure program called the fire protection
system contractor license. The program is established pursuant to lowa Code chapter 100C.

275.1(1) Certification Licensure required. No person shall act as a fire extinguishing system
contractor without being currently eertified licensed as a fire extingtishing protection system contractor
by the state fire marshal—e*eept—&s—pfeﬂéed—m—s%fu-}e%—l-(%-)

275.1(2) Endorsement. The eertifieation licensure of each contractor shall carry an endorsement for
one or more of the following:

a.  Automatic sprinkler system layeut; installation.

b.  Special hazards suppression systems; installation.

c. Installationefpreengineered Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire suppression systems;
installation.

d. Installation-efpreengineered Preengineered water-based fire suppression systems in one- and
two-family dwellings; installation.

e. Testingand-inspeetion—of water-based-systems—er Automatic sprinkler system maintenance
inspection.

1 Any-combinationthereof Special hazards system maintenance inspection.

g.  Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire suppression systems maintenance inspection.

h.  Preengineered water-based fire suppression systems in one- and two-family dwellings
maintenance inspection.

Any person acting as a fire extinguishing system contractor shall do so only in relation to systems
covered by the endorsements on the contractor’s eertification license.

275.1(3) Length of certification licensure. Certifieation A license shall normally be for one year and
shall expire on March 31 each year. A eertifieation license which is effective on a date other than April 1
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shall be effective on the date on which the eertifieation license is issued and shall expire on the following
March 31.

275. 1(4) Inqumes Inquires Inquiries regarding the fire extinguishing system —econtractors
certification-pregram protection system contractor license may be addressed to:

FEire-Extinguishing System-Contractors-Certification Program

State Fire Marshal Division

Iowa Department of Public Safety

State-Publie-Safety Headquarters Building Attn: SFM Licensing Administration
215 East 7th Street

Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Inquiries may be addressed by electronic mail to fesecepi@dps-state-ia-ts,—by—telephone—to
157256145 or by-faesimile to-(515)725-6172 sfimlicense@dps.state.ia.us or by the United States

Postal Service.

661—275.2(100C) Definitions. The following definitions apply to rules 661—275.1(100C) through
6612757100 661—275.9(100C):

“Aerosol fire extinguishing system”’ means a system that uses a combination of microparticles and
gaseous matter to flood the protected area. The particles are in a vapor state until discharged from the
device. On release, a chain reaction produces solid particles and gaseous matter to suppress the fire.

“Automatic dry-chemical extinguishing system” means a system supplying a powder composed
of small particles, usually of sodium bicarbonate, potassium bicarbonate, urea-potassium-based
bicarbonate, potassium chloride, or monoammonium phosphate, with added particulate material
supplemented by special treatment to provide resistance to packing, resistance to moisture absorption,
and the proper flow capabilities.

“Automatic fire extinguishing system” means a system of devices and equipment that automatically
detects a fire and discharges an approved fire extinguishing agent onto or in the area of a fire and
includes automatic sprinkler systems, carbon dioxide extinguishing systems, deluge systems, automatic
dry-chemical extinguishing systems, foam extinguishing systems, and halogenated extinguishing
systems, aerosol systems, hybrid-inert water mist systems, or other equivalent fire extinguishing
technologies recognized by the fire extinguishing system contractors advisory board.

“Automatic sprinkler system” means an integrated fire protection sprinkler system usually activated
by heat from a fire designed in accordance with fire protection engineering standards and includes a
suitable water supply. The portion of the system above the ground is a network of specially sized or
hydraulically designed piping installed in a structure or area, generally overhead, and to which automatic
sprinklers are connected in a systematic pattern.

“Carbon dioxide extinguishing system”’ means a system supplying carbon dioxide from a pressurized
vessel through fixed pipes and nozzles and includes a manual or automatic actuating mechanism.

“Clean agent” means an electrically nonconducting, volatile, or gaseous fire extinguishant that does
not leave a residue upon evaporation.
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“Deluge system” means a sprinkler system employing open sprinklers attached to a piping system
connected to a water supply through a valve that is opened by the operation of a detection system installed
in the same area as the sprinklers.

“Dry chemical” means a powder composed of very small particles, usually sodium bicarbonate-,
potassium bicarbonate-, or ammonium phosphate-based, with added particulate material supplemented
by special treatment to provide resistance to packing, resistance to moisture absorption (caking), and the
proper flow capabilities.

“Dry pipe sprinkler system” means an extinguishing system employing automatic sprinklers that
are attached to a piping system containing air or nitrogen under pressure, the release of which (as from
the opening of a sprinkler) permits the water pressure to open a valve known as a dry pipe valve, which
allows the water to flow into the piping system and out the opened sprinklers.

“Fire extinguishing system contractor,” “fire protection system contractor,” or “contractor” means
a person engaging in or representing oneself to the public as engaging in the activity or business of
layout, installation, repair, alteration, addition, maintenance, or maintenance inspection of automatic fire
extinguishing systems in this state.

“Foam extinguishing system” means a special system discharging foam made from concentrates,
either mechanically or chemically, over the area to be protected.

“Halogenated extinguishing system” means a fire extinguishing system using one or more atoms of
an element from the halogen chemical series of fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine.

“Hybrid-inert water mist system” means a system that combine the benefits of inert gas systems
and water mist systems to extinguish fires. These systems provide both extinguishment and cooling to
prevent reignition utilizing nontoxic, non-ozone-depleting hybrid media.

“Layout” means drawings, calculations and component specifications to achieve the specified
system design installation. “Layout” does not include design.

“Listed” means equipment, materials, or services included in a list published by a nationally
recognized independent testing organization concerned with evaluation of products or services that
maintains periodic inspection of production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation
of services and whose listing states that either the equipment, material, or service meets appropriate
designated standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

“Maintenance inspection” means periodic inspection and certification completed by a fire
extinguishing system contractor. For purposes of this chapter, “maintenance inspection” does not
include an inspection completed by a local building official, fire inspector, or insurance inspector, when
acting in an official capacity.

“Offense directly relates” refers to either of the following:

1. The actions taken in furtherance of an offense are actions customarily performed within the
scope of practice of a licensed profession.

2. The circumstances under which an offense was committed are circumstances customary to a
licensed profession.

“Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire suppression system” means any system having
predetermined flow rates, nozzle pressures and limited quantities of either agent. These systems have
specific pipe sizes, maximum and minimum pipe lengths, flexible hose specifications, number of fittings
and number and types of nozzles prescribed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. The hazards
against which these systems protect are specifically limited by the testing laboratory as to the type and
size based upon actual fire tests. Limitations on hazards that can be protected against by these systems
are contained in the manufacturer’s installation manual, which is referenced as part of the listing.

“Preengineered water-based system” means a packaged, water-based sprinkler system including all
components connected to a water supply and designed to be installed according to pretested limitations.

“Responsible managing employee” means an owner, partner, officer, or manager employed full-time
by a fire extinguishing system contractor who is designated as a responsible managing employee for a fire
extinguishing system contractor and who meets the requirements for a responsible managing employee
established in rule 661—275.3(100C).
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“Special hazards suppression system” means a fire extinguishing system utilizing fire detection
and control methods to release an extinguishing agent, other than water connected to a dedicated fire
protection water supply.

“Wet agent” or “wet chemical” means an aqueous solution of organic or inorganic salts or a
combination thereof that forms an extinguishing agent.

661—275.3(100C) Responsible managing employee. Each fire extinguishing system contractor shall
designate a responsible managing employee and may designate one or more alternate responsible
managing employees. A contractor may designate more than one responsible managing employee in
order to satisfy the requirements for more than one endorsement as provided in subrule 275.1(2). If
more than one responsible managing employee is designated, the contractor shall indicate for which
responsible managing employee each designated alternate managing employee serves as an alternate.

275.3(1) The responsible managing employee or employees shall be designated in the application
for eertifieation; licensure, and, if a responsible managing employee is no longer acting in that role, the
contractor shall so notify the fire marshal, in writing, within 30 calendar days, en-aferm-designated-by
the-fire-marshal as provided in subrule 275.1(4).

275.3(2) If a responsible managing employee is no longer acting in that role and the contractor has
designated an alternate responsible managing employee, the alternate responsible managing employee
shall become the responsible managing employee and the contractor shall so notify the state fire
marshal, in writing, within 30 calendar days of the date on which the preceding responsible managing
employee ceased to act in that role. If the contractor has designated more than one alternate responsible
managing employee, the notice to the state fire marshal shall indicate which alternate responsible
managing employee has assumed the position of responsible managing employee.

275.3(3) If a responsible managing employee designated by a fire extinguishing system contractor
is no longer acting in the role of responsible managing employee and the contractor has not designated
an alternate responsible managing employee, the contractor shall designate a new responsible managing
employee and shall notify the state fire marshal, in writing as provided in subrule 275.1(4), of the

designation within six months of the date on which the former responsible managing employee ceased
to act in that capacity;-en-aferm-designated-bythe fire-marshal. If the state fire marshal has not been
notified of the appointment of a new responsible managing employee within six months of the date on
which a responsible managing employee ceased serving in that capacity, the state fire marshal shall
suspend the eertifieation license of the fire extinguishing protection system contractor.

275.3(4) A responsible managing employee or an alternate responsible managing employee shall
meet one of the fel-}ewmg requlrements for the followmg endorsements:

installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in fire extinguishing system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level III or above in water-based systems layout, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.
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fnmal-ly—rssued- Current llcensure asa profess1onal engineer by the Iowa engineering and 1and surveying
examining board, with competence in ﬁre extmgulshmg system de51gn or

(2) Pcesepved- Current certlﬁcatlon by the Natronal Institute for Certrﬁcatron in Engineering
Technologies (NICET) at level III or above in special hazard systems, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

has—reeewed—pre%%al—eemﬁeat}eiwﬁer—m—A-pM% Preengmeered dry chemlcal or wet agent

fire suppressron system 1nstallat10n

Institute for Certlﬁcatlon in Englneerlng Technologles (NICET) at level II or above in special hazard
systems, or

at—ne—eest—te—th%eentraeter— Current certlﬁcatlon by the Nat10nal A55001at10n of F1re Equrpment
Distributors (NAFED) in preengineered kitchen fire suppression systems, preengineered industrial fire
suppressron systems or both or

3) Satlsfactory complet1on of any trarmng required by the manufacturer for the installation of any
system the contractor installs, or
(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by

the state fire marshal.

suppression system in one- and two- famlly dwellrngs 1nsta11atron
(D e
any—system—theeentraeter—mst&l—ls—ané Current certrﬁcatron by the Natronal Instrtute for Cert1ﬁcat10n in

Engineering Technologies (NICET) at level II or above in special hazard systems, or
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(2) Satisfactory completion of an-a g
by-the-fire-marshal: any training required by the manufacturer for the 1nsta11at10n of any system the
contractor installs, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by

the state fire marshal

Natronal Institute for Certrﬁcatlon in Englneerlng Technologles (NICET) at level II in water-based
system layout or

2) Reser—ved— Current certlﬁcatlon by the Natlonal Institute for Certlﬁcatlon in Engineering
Technologies (NICET) at level II or above in inspection and testing of water-based systems, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

/. Special hazards system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level II or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

g.  Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire suppression system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Current certification by the National Association of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) in
preengineered kitchen fire suppression systems, preengineered industrial fire suppression systems, or
both, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of any training required by the manufacturer for the maintenance and
inspection of any system the contractor inspects, or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

h.  Preengineered water-based fire suppression system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Satisfactory completion of any training required by the manufacturer for the maintenance and
inspection of any system the contractor inspects, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

275.3(5) In any case in which training or testing that is offered to satisfy the requirements of this
rule is required to be approved by the state fire marshal, such approval is required prior to acceptance of
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the training or testing to meet eertifieation licensure requirements. Approval by the state fire marshal of
any training or testing to meet these requirements may be sought by the individual, firm, or organization
providing the testing or training or initiated by the state fire marshal. Any individual, firm or organization
seeking to obtain such approval may shall apply to 0 the state fire marshal no later than July 1, 2021, and

no later than July 1 every two years thereafter An—apphea&eﬂ—ferm—fer—apprevai—ef—a—testmg—er—trammg

Program mformatlon and any other documentatlon requested by the state ﬁre marshal for cons1derat10n
shall be submitted to the state fire marshal as specified in subrule 275.1(4). Training and testing approved
by the state fire marshal will be listed on the state fire marshal’s licensing website.

275.3(6) Work performed by a contractor subject to these rules shall be limited to areas of
competence indicated by the specific certification er-eertifieations or other training requirements met by
the responsible managing employee. Work performed in the state shall not begin prior to:

a. _ Receipt of new or renewed license issued by the state fire marshal to the applicant, or

b.  Receipt of written approval to perform work prior to issuance of a new or renewed license from
the state fire marshal to the applicant.

275.3(7) Nothing in this rule shall be interpreted to conflict with or diminish any requirement for
training or certification for anyone installing or servicing a fire extinguishing system or portable fire
extinguisher set forth in any rule of the state fire marshal or local fire ordinance or standard adopted by
reference therein.

661—275.4(100C) Certification License requirements. A fire extinguishing system contractor shall
meet all of the following requirements in order to receive eertifieation licensure from the state fire
marshal and shall continue to meet all requirements throughout the period of eertifieation licensure.

The contractor shall notify the state fire marshal, in writing, en-a—form-designated-bythe-fire-marshal

as specified in subrule 275.1(4), , within 30 calendar days if the contractor fails to meet any requirement
for eertifieation licensure.

275.4(1) No change.

275.4(2) The contractor shall maintain general and complete operations liability insurance for
the layout, installation, repair, alteration, addition, maintenance, and inspection of automatic fire
extinguishing systems in the following amounts: $500,000 per person, $1,000,000 per occurrence, and
$1,000,000 property damage.

a. The carrier of any insurance coverage maintained to meet this requirement shall notify the state
fire marshal 30 days prior to the effective date of cancellation or reduction of the coverage.

b.  The contractor shall cease operation immediately if the insurance coverage required by this
subrule is no longer in force and other insurance coverage meeting the requirements of this subrule
is not in force. A contractor shall not initiate any installation of a fire extinguishing system which
cannot reasonably be expected to be completed prior to the effective date of the cancellation of the
insurance coverage required by this subrule and of which the contractor has received notice, unless new
insurance coverage meeting the requirements of this subrule has been obtained and will be in force upon
cancellation of the prior coverage.

275.4(3) The contractor shall maintain current registration as a contractor with the labor services
division of the Iowa workforce development department in compliance with lowa Code chapter 91C and
875—Chapter 150, lowa Administrative Code. The contractor shall provide a copy of the contractor’s
current registration from lowa workforce development with the contractor’s application for licensure.

EXCEPTION: A contractor shall not be required to maintain registration with the labor services
division of the lowa workforce development department if the contractor does not meet the definition
of “contractor” for purposes of lowa Code chapter 91C and 875—Chapter 150, lowa Administrative
Code. Written documentation of such exemption must be provided to the state fire marshal at the time
of application for licensure as a fire protection system contractor.

275.4(4) No change.

275.4(5) A license may be renewed only if the licensee has completed recertification of the
applicable requirements relative to the endorsements for which the licensee is renewing.
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ITEM 3. Renumber rules 661—275.5(100C) to 661—275.7(100C) as 661—275.6(100C) to
661—275.8(100C).

ITEM 4.  Adopt the following new rule 661—275.5(272C):

661—275.5(272C) Licensure of persons licensed in other jurisdictions.

275.5(1) For the purposes of this rule, “issuing jurisdiction” means the duly constituted authority in
another state that has issued a professional license, certificate, or registration to a person.

275.5(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a fire protection system contractor license shall
be issued without an examination to a person who establishes residency in this state or to a person who
is married to an active duty member of the military forces of the United States and who is accompanying
the member on an official permanent change of station to a military installation located in this state if all
of the following conditions are met:

a. The person is currently licensed by at least one other issuing jurisdiction as a fire protection
system contractor with a substantially similar scope of practice and the license is in good standing in all
issuing jurisdictions in which the person holds a license.

b.  The person has been licensed by another issuing jurisdiction for at least one year.

¢. When the person was licensed by the issuing jurisdiction, the issuing jurisdiction imposed
minimum educational requirements and, if applicable, work experience requirements, and the issuing
jurisdiction verifies that the person met those requirements in order to be licensed in that issuing
jurisdiction.

d. The person previously passed an examination required by the other issuing jurisdiction for
licensure, if applicable.

e.  The person has not had a license revoked and has not voluntarily surrendered a license in any
other issuing jurisdiction or country while under investigation for unprofessional conduct.

£ The person has not had discipline imposed by any other regulating entity in this state or another
issuing jurisdiction or country. If another jurisdiction has taken disciplinary action against the person, the
state fire marshal shall determine if the cause for the action was corrected and the matter resolved. If the
state fire marshal determines that the matter has not been resolved by the jurisdiction imposing discipline,
the state fire marshal shall not issue or deny a license to the person until the matter is resolved.

g The person does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before any regulating
entity in another issuing jurisdiction or country that relates to unprofessional conduct. If the person has
any complaints, allegations, or investigations pending, the state fire marshal shall not issue or deny a
license to the person until the complaint, allegation, or investigation is resolved.

h.  The person pays all applicable fees.

i.  The person does not have a criminal history that would prevent the person from holding the fire
protection system contractor license applied for in this state.

275.5(3) A person licensed pursuant to this rule is subject to the laws regulating the person’s practice
in this state and is subject to the jurisdiction of the state fire marshal.

275.5(4) This rule does not apply to any of the following:

a. The ability of the state fire marshal to require the submission of fingerprints or completion of
a criminal history check.

b.  The ability of the state fire marshal to require a person to take and pass an examination specific
to the laws of this state prior to issuing a license. If the state fire marshal requires an application to take
and pass an examination specific to the laws of this state, the state fire marshal shall issue an applicant a
temporary license that is valid for a period of three months and may be renewed once for an additional
period of three months.

275.5(5) Except as provided in subrule 275.5(2), a person applying for a license in this state who
relocates to this state from another state that did not require a license to practice as a fire protection system
contractor may be considered to have met any education, training, or work experience requirements
imposed by the state fire marshal in this state if the person has three or more years of related work
experience with a substantially similar scope of practice within the four years preceding the date of
application as determined by the state fire marshal.
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275.5(6) A person applying for a license in this state under the requirements of this subrule shall
submit their request in writing to the state fire marshal as established in subrule 275.1(4) providing proof
of residency in this state and documentation to verify all conditions are met under this subrule.

ITEM 5. Amend renumbered rules 661—275.6(100C) to 661—275.8(100C) as follows:

661—275.6(100C) Application and fees.

275.6(1) Application. Any contractor seeking eertification licensure as a fire extinguishing
protection system contractor shall submit a completed application form to the state fire marshal. The
application shall be filed no later than 30 days prior to the date en—wha}eh—eeetl-ﬁeat}en—}s—lﬁeqaﬁed of
beginning work in this state or the date on which an existing eertifieation license expires. An application
form may be obtained from the state fire marshal or from the Web-site-ofthe fire-extinguishing system

contractors—certification-program state fire marshal’s website. The application form shall be submitted
with all required attachments and the required application fee established in subrule 27552} 275.6(2).

An application shall not be considered complete unless all required information is submitted, including
required attachments and fees, and shall not be processed until it is complete.

NOTE: The Web—site website for the fire extinguishing system—econtractors—ecertification
protection system contractor - license program is: hitpwwwdps.state-ia-us/fm/feseeplindexcshtml

dps.iowa.gov/divisions/state-fire-marshal/licensing/fire-protection.

275.6(2) Certification License fee.
a. The eertifieation hcense fee shall be $500 per year Lﬁaﬂ—appheaﬁelﬁs—demed,—al-l—%eept#s}()@

b. Ifan appllcatlon for eem-ﬁeaﬁeﬁ licensure prov1des for more than one respons1b1e managing
employee pursuant to rule 661—275.3(100C), there shall be an additional fee of $50 for each responsible
managing employee beyond the first. If an application for eertifieation licensure provides for more
than one endorsement as provided in subrule 275.1(2), there shall be an additional fee of $50 for each
endorsement beyond the first.

c. _ The state fire marshal shall waive any fee charged to an applicant for a license if the applicant’s
household income does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty income guidelines and the applicant
is applymg for the hcense for the ﬁrst tlme in this state

275.6(3) Payment. The eertifieation license fee shall be submitted electronically or by draft,

check, or money order in the applicable amount payable to the Eire Extinguishing-System-Contractors
CertificationProgram lowa State Fire Marshal Division. Draft, check, or money order shall be

addressed to the state ﬁre marshal as established in subrule 275. 1(4) I—f—th%&ppl-}eaﬂen—}s—demed—the

Payment shall not be made in cash.

275.6(4) Amended eertification licensure fee. The fee for issuance of an amended eertification
license is $100 the difference between the original license fee paid and changes in endorsement(s) or
responsible managing employee(s), if applicable. The fee shall be submitted with the request for an
amended eertifieation license. A contractor shall request and the fire marshal shall issue an amended
eertifieate license for any of the items listed 4 “a b “e~ below, and a fee does not

apply:
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a. A change in the designation of a responsible managing employee;

b. A change in insurance coverage; or

¢. A change in any other material information included in or with the initial or renewal
application. A change in the address of the business is a material change. However, if the request for an
amended eertifieate license is solely a change of business address, the address of the business to which
the eertifieate license being amended was sent is in an area subject to a disaster emergency proclamation
issued by the governor pursuant to lowa Code section 29C.6, and the relocation occurs as a result
of flooding or storm damage or other conditions which form a basis for the issuance of the disaster
emergency proclamation, the fee shall not apply, although an amended eertifieate license shall be issued.

d.  Other changes in the information required in the application form, including renewal of
insurance coverage with a new expiration date, shall be reported to the fire marshal but shall not require
issuance of an amended eertifieation license or payment of the amended eertifieation license fee.

275.6(5) Attachments. Required attachments to the application for eertifieation licensure include,
but are not limited to, the following:

a. Documentation verifying that the contractor has in force the insurance coverage required by
subrule 275.4(2). The documentation shall include an acknowledgment that the contractor’s insurance
coverage extends to any work performed by the contractor within the scope of eertifieation licensure
pursuant to this chapter. The documentation may consist of a letter from the insurance carrier or a copy
of the insurance certificate with an endorsement showing the required information.

b.  Documentation verifying that the person designated as the responsible managing employee
and any persons designated as alternate responsible managing employees have met the applicable
eertifieation licensure requirements.

¢.  Documentation of qualifying licensure in another issuing jurisdiction by providing the
following:

(1) Proof of residency in this state.

(2) Proof all conditions are met as established in rule 661—275.5(272C).

1. Copy of a license from other issuing jurisdiction.

2. Evidence the applicant met the issuing jurisdiction’s educational requirements and, if
applicable, work experience requirements.

3. Evidence the applicant passed the issuing jurisdiction’s required examination, if applicable.

4. Evidence the applicant has not had a license revoked or voluntarily surrendered, had discipline
imposed, or been under investigation by another issuing jurisdiction.

5. Evidence the applicant does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before
any regulatory entity related to unprofessional conduct.

661—275.7(100C) Complaints. Complaints regarding the performance of any eertified licensed
contractor, failure of a eertified licensed contractor to meet any of the requirements established in lowa
Code chapter 100C or this chapter or any other provision of law, or operation as a fire extinguishing
system contractor without eertifieation licensure may be filed with the state fire marshal. Complaints
should be addressed as follows:

Eire Extincuishing S . ~ertification D

State Fire Marshal Division

Iowa Department of Public Safety

State-Publie Safety Headquarters Building Attn: SFM Licensing Administration

215 East 7th Street

Des Moines, lowa 50319

Complaints may be submitted by electronic mail to feseept@dps-state-ia-is—or-by—faesimie—to
B515)725-6172 sfmlicense@dps.state.ia.us or by the United States Postal Service.

Complaints should be as spemﬁc as possible and shall clearly 1dent1fy the contractor agamst whom
the complalnt is filed. -whieh-m M A A-the W h
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to the state fire marshal. A complaint may be submitted anonymously, but if the name and contact

information of the complainant are provided, the complainant will be notified of the disposition of the
complaint.

661—275.8(100C) Denial, suspension, or revocation of eertifieatien licensure; civil penalties; and
appeals. The state fire marshal may deny, suspend or revoke the eertifieation license of a contractor,
or assess a civil penalty to the contractor, if any provision of these rules or any other provision of law
related to operation as a fire extinguishing system contractor is violated.

275.8(1) Denial. The state fire marshal may deny an application for eertifieation licensure for
reasons including, but not limited to:

a. If the applicant makes a false statement on the application form or in any other submission of
information required for eertification license. “False statement” means providing false information or
failing to include material information, such as a previous criminal conviction or action taken by another
jurisdiction, when requested on the application form or otherwise in the application process.

b.  Ifthe applicant fails to meet all of the requirements for eertifieation licensure established in this
chapter.

c.  Ifthe applicant is currently barred for cause from acting as a fire extinguishing system contractor
in another jurisdiction.

d. If an applicant has previously been barred for cause from operating in another jurisdiction
as a fire extinguishing system contractor and if the basis of that action reflects upon the integrity of
the applicant in operating as a fire extinguishing system contractor. If an applicant is found to have
been previously barred for cause from operating as a fire extinguishing system contractor in another
jurisdiction and is no longer barred from doing so, the state fire marshal shall evaluate the record of that
action with regard to the likelihood that the applicant would operate with integrity as a eertified licensed
contractor. If an applicant is denied under this provision, the applicant shall be notified of the specific
reasons for the denial.

with-integrity-as-a-eertified-eontractor: Conviction of a felony offense, if the offense directly relat
profession or occupation of the licensee, in the courts of this state or another state, territory or country.
“Conviction” as used in this subrule includes a conviction of an offense which if committed in this state
would be a felony without regard to its designation elsewhere, and includes a finding or verdict of guilt
made or returned in a criminal proceeding even if the adjudication of guilt is withheld or not entered.
A certified copy of the final order or judgment of conviction or plea of guilty in this state or in another
state constitutes conclusive evidence of the conviction. If an applicant is denied under this provision,
the applicant shall be notified of the specific reasons for the denial.

/. Knowingly making misleading, deceptive, untrue or fraudulent representations in the practice
of the licensee’s profession or engaging in unethical conduct or practice harmful or detrimental to the
public. Proof of actual injury need not be established.

2. Willful or repeated violations of the provisions of this chapter.

275.8(2) Suspension. A suspension of a eertifieatior license may be imposed by the state fire marshal
for any violation of these rules or lowa Code chapter 100C or for a failure to meet any legal requirement
to operate as a fire extinguishing system contractor in this state. Failure to provide any notice to the state
fire marshal as provided in these rules shall be grounds for suspension. An order of suspension shall
specify the length of the suspension and shall specify that correction of all conditions which were a basis
for the suspension is a condition of reinstatement of the eertifieation license even after the period of the
suspension.

275.8(3) Revocation. A revocation is a termination of a eertification license. A eertification license
may be revoked by the state fire marshal for repeated violations or for a violation which creates an
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imminent danger to the safety or health of individuals protected by a fire extinguishing system incorrectly
installed by a eertified licensed contractor or when information comes to the attention of the state fire
marshal which, if known to the state fire marshal when the application was being considered, would have
resulted in denial of the eertifieation license.

A new application for eertifieation licensure from a contractor whose eertifieation license had
previously been revoked shall not be considered for a period of one year after the effective date of
the revocation and, in any event, until every condition which was a basis for the revocation has been
corrected. The state fire marshal may specify in the revocation order a longer period than one year
before a new application for eertifieation licensure may be considered. When a new application for
eertifieation licensure from a contractor whose eertifieation license was previously revoked is being
considered, the applicant may be denied eertifieation licensure based upon the same information which
was the basis for revocation even after any such period established by the state fire marshal has expired.

275.8(4) Disqualifications for criminal convictions limited.

a.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a person’s conviction of a crime
may be grounds for the denial, revocation, or suspension of a license only if an unreasonable risk to public
safety exists because the offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the profession and
the state fire marshal does not grant an exception pursuant to paragraph 275.9(4) “d.”

b.  The state fire marshal shall provide a list of the specific convictions that may disqualify an
applicant from receiving a license. Any such offense shall be an offense that directly relates to the duties
and responsibilities of the profession.

c.  The state fire marshal shall not deny an application for a license on the basis of an arrest that
was not followed by a conviction or based on a finding that an applicant lacks good character, suffers
from moral turpitude, or on another similar basis.

d.  The state fire marshal shall grant an exception to an applicant who would otherwise be denied
a license due to a criminal conviction if the following factors establish by clear and convincing evidence
that the applicant is rehabilitated and an appropriate candidate for licensure:

(1) The nature and seriousness of the crime for which the applicant was convicted.

(2) The amount of time that has passed since the commission of the crime. There is a rebuttable
presumption that an applicant is rehabilitated and an appropriate candidate for licensure five years after
the date of the applicant’s release from incarceration, provided that the applicant was not convicted of
sexual abuse in violation of Jowa Code section 709.4, a sexually violent offense as defined in lowa Code
section 229A.2, dependent adult abuse in violation of Iowa Code section 235B.20, a forcible felony as
defined in Iowa Code section 702.11, or domestic abuse assault in violation of lowa Code section 708.2A,
and the applicant has not been convicted of another crime after release from incarceration.

(3) The circumstances relative to the offense, including any aggravating and mitigating
circumstances or social conditions surrounding the commission of the offense.

(4) The age of the applicant at the time the offense was committed.

(5) Any treatment undertaken by the applicant.

(6) Whether a certificate of employability has been issued to the applicant pursuant to Iowa Code
section 906.19.

(7) Any letters of reference submitted on behalf of the applicant.

(8) All other relevant evidence of rehabilitation and present fitness of the applicant.

e. _ An applicant may petition the state fire marshal in writing as specified in subrule 275.1(4) for
a determination as to whether the applicant’s criminal record will prevent the applicant from receiving a
license. The state fire marshal shall issue such a determination within 30 days of receiving the petition.
The state fire marshal shall determine whether an applicant’s criminal record will prevent the applicant
from receiving a license while determining whether to deny an applicant’s application on the basis of an
applicant’s criminal conviction. The state fire marshal may charge a fee to recoup the costs of such a
determination, provided that such fee shall not exceed $25.

£ When the state fire marshal denies an applicant a license solely or partly because of the
applicant’s prior conviction of a crime, the state fire marshal shall notify the applicant in writing of all

of the following:
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(1) The grounds for the denial or disqualification.

(2) That the applicant has the right to a hearing to challenge the state fire marshal’s decision.

(3) The earliest date the applicant may submit a new application.

(4) That evidence of rehabilitation of the applicant may be considered upon reapplication.

2. A determination by the state fire marshal that an applicant’s criminal conviction is specifically
listed as a disqualifying conviction and the offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of
the applicant’s profession must be documented in written findings for each factor specified in paragraph
275.8(4) “d” sufficient for a review by a court.

h. In any administrative or civil hearing authorized by this rule or Iowa Code chapter 17A, the
state fire marshal shall carry the burden of proof on the question of whether the applicant’s criminal
offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the profession for which the license is sought.

i.  The state fire marshal may require an applicant with a criminal record to submit the applicant’s
complete criminal record detailing an applicant’s offenses with an application. The state fire marshal may
also require an applicant with a criminal record to submit a personal statement regarding whether each
offense directly relates to the duties and performance of the applicant’s occupation. For the purposes
of this subrule, “complete criminal record” includes the complaint and judgment of conviction for each
offense of which the applicant has been convicted.

27584 275.8(5) Civil penalties. The state fire marshal may impose a civil penalty of up to $500
per day during which a violation has occurred and for every day until the violation is corrected. A civil
penalty may be imposed in lieu of or in addition to a suspension or may be imposed in addition to a
revocation. A civil penalty shall not be imposed in lieu of a revocation.

275:8(5) 275.8(6) Suspension or revocation for nonpayment of child support. The following
procedures shall apply to actions taken by the department on a certificate of noncompliance received
from the lowa department of human services pursuant to lowa Code chapter 2527:

a. The notice required by lowa Code section 252J.8 shall be served upon the eertified licensed
contractor by restricted certified mail, return receipt requested, or personal service in accordance with
Iowa Rule of Civil Procedure 1.305. Alternatively, the contractor may accept service personally or
through authorized counsel.

b.  The effective date of revocation or suspension of eertifieation licensure of a contractor, as
specified in the notice required by lowa Code section 252].8, shall be 60 days following service upon
the contractor.

c.  Contractors shall keep the state fire marshal informed of all court actions and all child support
recovery unit actions taken under or in connection with lowa Code chapter 252J and shall provide the
state fire marshal with copies, within 7 seven days of filing or issuance, of all applications filed with
the district court pursuant to Iowa Code section 252J.9, all court orders entered in such actions, and
withdrawals of certificates of noncompliance by the child support recovery unit.

d.  All applicable fees for an application or reinstatement must be paid by the contractor before a
eertifieate license will be issued, renewed, or reinstated after the state fire marshal has denied the issuance
or renewal of a eertification license or has suspended or revoked a eertification license pursuant to lowa
Code chapter 252].

e. Inthe event a contractor files a timely district court action following service of a notice pursuant
to Iowa Code sections 252J.8 and 252].9, the state fire marshal shall continue with the intended action
described in the notice upon the receipt of a court order lifting the stay, dismissing the action, or otherwise
directing the department to proceed. For the purpose of determining the effective date of revocation or
suspension of the eertifieation license, the department shall count the number of days before the action
was filed and the number of days after the action was disposed of by the court.

f Suspensions or revocations imposed pursuant to this subrule may not be appealed
administratively within the department of public safety.

NOTE: The procedures established in subrule 27575} 275.8(6) implement the requirements of lowa
Code chapter 252J. The provisions of lowa Code chapter 252] establish mandatory requirements for an
agency which administers a eertifieation licensure program, such as the one established in this chapter,
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and provide that actions brought under these provisions are not subject to contested case procedures
established in Towa Code chapter 17A, but must be appealed directly to district court.

275.8(7) Suspension or revocation for nonpayment of debts owed state or local government. The
following procedures shall apply to actions taken by the state fire marshal on a certificate of
noncompliance received from the Iowa department of revenue pursuant to lowa Code chapter 272D:

a. The notice required by Iowa Code section 272D.3 shall be served upon the licensee by regular
mail.

b.  The effective date of revocation or suspension of a license, as specified in the notice required
by Iowa Code section 272D.3, shall be 20 days following service upon the licensee.

c. Licensees shall keep the state fire marshal informed of all court actions and centralized
collection unit actions taken under or in connection with lowa Code chapter 272D and shall provide
the state fire marshal with copies, within seven days of filing or issuance, of all applications filed with
the district court pursuant to Iowa Code section 272D.9, all court orders entered in such actions, and
withdrawals of certificates of noncompliance by the centralized collection unit.

d. _All applicable fees for an application or reinstatement must be paid by the licensee before a
license will be issued, renewed, or reinstated after the state fire marshal has denied the issuance or renewal
of a license or has suspended or revoked a license pursuant to lowa Code chapter 272D.

e. Inthe event the licensee files a timely district court action following service of a notice pursuant
to Iowa Code section 272D.8, the state fire marshal shall continue with the intended action described in
the notice upon the receipt of a court order lifting the stay, dismissing the action, or otherwise directing
the state fire marshal to proceed. For the purpose of determining the effective date of revocation or
suspension of the license, the state fire marshal shall count the number of days before the action was
filed and the number of days after the action was disposed of by the court.

/. Suspensions or revocations imposed pursuant to this subrule may not be appealed
administratively to the state fire marshal or within the department of public safety.

NOTE: The procedures established in subrule 275.8(7) implement the requirements of Towa Code
chapter 272D. The provisions of Iowa Code chapter 272D establish mandatory requirements for an
agency which administers a licensing program, such as the one established in this chapter, and provide
that actions brought under these provisions are not subject to contested case procedures established in
Iowa Code chapter 17A but must be appealed directly to district court.

275.8(6) Appeals. Any denial, suspension, or revocation of a eertifieation license, or any civil
penalty imposed upon a eertified licensed contractor under this rule, other than one imposed pursuant to
subrule 275-45) 275.8(6) or 275.8(7), may be appealed by the contractor within 14 days of receipt of
the notice. Appeals of actions taken by the state fire marshal under this rule shall be to the commissioner
of public safety and shall be treated as contested cases, following the procedures established in rules
661—10.301(17A) through 661—10.332(17A).

ITEM 6. Adopt the following new rule 661—275.9(272C):

661—275.9(272C) Veterans, military service members, and certain survivor beneficiaries. Any
individual while serving honorably on federal active duty, state active duty, or national guard duty, as
defined in Towa Code section 29A.1, applying for licensure as a fire protection system contractor shall
apply for licensure following 661—Chapter 278.

ITEM 7. Amend 661—Chapter 276, title, as follows:
LICENSING OF FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM INSTALLERS AND
MAINTENANCE WORKERS TECHNICIANS

ITEM 8.  Amend rules 661—276.1(100D) to 661—276.3(100D) as follows:

661—276.1(100D) Establishment of program. There is established within the state fire marshal
division a fire protection system installer and maintenance worker licensing program called the
fire protection system technician license. The program is established pursuant to 2069 lowa Code

Supplement chapter 100D as-amended-by2010-towaAetsSenate Eile 2355,
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276.1(1) Licensing required. A person shall not act as a fire protection system installer and
maintenance worker without being currently licensed as a fire protection system installer—and
maintepanee-worker techmclan by the state fire marshal, except for the followmg as—p#ewded—m—}}@OQ

a. A person licensed as a profess1onal engineer pursuant to lowa Code chapter 542B who is
providing consultation or develops plans or other work concerning the installation or design of fire
protection systems shall not be required to be licensed pursuant to this chapter.

b. A person whose work on fire protection systems is limited to routine maintenance shall not be
required to be licensed pursuant to this chapter.

c¢. A person who is licensed as a plumber pursuant to lowa Code chapter 105 and whose work is
within the scope of that license shall not be required to be licensed pursuant to this chapter.

d. A person who is working as an apprentice fire protection system installer-and-maintenanee
weotker technician under the direct supervision of a responsible managing employee or under the direct
supervision of a licensed fire sprinklerinstaller-and-maintenanee-werker protection system technician
who is on site while the work is being performed shall not be required to be licensed pursuant to this
chapter. For purposes of this rule, “direct supervision” means that the person supervising the person
performing the work shall be on the job site while the work being supervised is performed.

e. A person who demolishes fire protection system components shall not be required to be licensed
pursuant to this chapter when the work involves the demolition of a complete fire protection system
or if the work results in placing a fire protection system’s-beingplaced system out of service. If a fire
protection system has been placed out of service, work required to place it into service must be performed
by a person licensed to perform such work pursuant to this chapter. A person who demolishes a fire
protection system or components thereof shall comply with any local ordinance, statute or administrative
rule which requires notification to a local fire authority or the state fire marshal.

f- A person who is a responsible managing employee of a fire extinguishing system contractor
eertified licensed pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 100C shall not be required to be licensed pursuant
to this chapter, provided that the work performed which is subject to the provisions of this chapter is
within the scope of the endorsement or endorsements of the eertifieation licensure of the eertified licensed
contractor employing the responsible managing employee.

276.1(2) Endorsement. Any person acting as a fire protection system installer and maintenance
worker shall do so only in relation to systems and work covered by the endorsements on the person’s
license. The license of each installer-and-maintenance-worker technician shall carry an endorsement
for one or more of the following:

a. Automatic sprinkler system installation and-maintenanee;.

b.  Special hazards fire-suppression system installation and-maintenance;.

c. Installation-efpreengineered Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire protection systems;

installation.

: Preengineered

J

dwelings: Spec1al hazards system maintenance 1nspect10n

g Any-combination—thereof Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire protection systems
maintenance inspection.

h. Preengineered water-based fire protection systems in one- and two-family dwellings
maintenance inspection, or

i.  Fire protection technician trainee.

276.1(3) Length of licensure. Licensure shall normally be for two years and shall expire on

December March 31 of the second year follewingthe-issuance-of the license after the license has been

issued. A license which is effective on a date other than January April 1 shall be effective on the date on
which the license is issued and shall expire enBDecember31-ofthe-yearfollowing the-yearin the next
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March after one year has passed from the date on which the license is was issued. Thefee-forlicenses

meh—t-h%l-teens&s-haﬂl-l—bﬁl—eﬁfeet— A techmclan trainee llcense may be renewed once and a person

may work as a technician trainee for a maximum of four years.

EXCEPTION: Any license issued-beforeJanuary 1201 shall expire-onDecember 31,2012 currently
issued with an expiration date of December 31 shall automatically be extended to expire the following
March 31 without first requiring prior application for renewal or additional fees.

276.1(4) Inquiries. Inquiries regarding the fire protection system installer-and-maintenance-worker
techmclan hcensmg program may be addressed to:

State Fire Marshal D1V1si0n
Iowa Department of Public Safety
Attn: SFM Licensing Administration

215 East 7th Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Inquiries may be addressed by electronic mail to fescepi@dps-statedaus;—bytelephone—to
S15)725-6145—or by faesimileto(515)725-6172 sfmlicense@dps.state.ia.us or by the United States

Postal Service.

661—276.2(100D) Definitions. The following definitions apply to rules 661—276.1(100D) through
661—276:6(100D) 661—276.8(100D):

“Aerosol fire extinguishing system” means a system that uses a combination of microparticles and
gaseous matter to flood the protected area. The particles are in a vapor state until discharged from the
device. On release, a chain reaction produces solid particles and gaseous matter to suppress the fire.

“Apprentice fire protection system installer and maintenance worker” means a person, other than
a fire protection system technician trainee, who is registered in an apprenticeship program approved
by the United States Department of Labor and who is engaged in learning the fire protection system
industry trade under the direct supervision of a responsible managing employee of a eertified licensed fire
extinguishing protection system contractor or licensed fire protection system installer and maintenance
weotker technician.

“Automatic fire extinguishing system” means a system of devices and equipment that automatically
detects a fire and discharges an approved fire extinguishing agent onto or in the area of a fire and
includes automatic sprinkler systems, carbon dioxide extinguishing systems, deluge systems, automatic
dry-chemical extinguishing systems, foam extinguishing systems, halogenated extinguishing systems,
aerosol systems, hybrid-inert water mist systems, or other equivalent fire extinguishing technologies
recognized by the fire extinguishing system contractors advisory board.

“Automatic sprinkler system” means an integrated fire protection sprinkler system usually activated
by heat from a fire designed in accordance with fire protection engineering standards and includes a
suitable water supply. The portion of the system above the ground is a network of specially sized or
hydraulically designed piping installed in a structure or area, generally overhead, and to which automatic
sprinklers are connected in a systematic pattern.

“Carbon dioxide extinguishing system”’ means a system supplying carbon dioxide from a pressurized
vessel through fixed pipes and nozzles and includes a manual or automatic actuating mechanism.

“Clean agent” means an electrically nonconducting, volatile, or gaseous fire extinguishant that does
not leave a residue upon evaporation.

“Deluge system” means a sprinkler system employing open sprinklers attached to a piping system
connected to a water supply through a valve that is opened by the operation of a detection system installed
in the same area as the sprinklers.

“Department” means the department of public safety.

“Dry chemical” means a powder composed of very small particles, usually sodium bicarbonate-,
potassium bicarbonate-, or ammonium phosphate-based, with added particulate material supplemented
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by special treatment to provide resistance to packing, resistance to moisture absorption (caking), and the
proper flow capabilities.

“Dry pipe sprinkler system” means an extinguishing system employing automatic sprinklers that
are attached to a piping system containing air or nitrogen under pressure, the release of which (as from
the opening of a sprinkler) permits the water pressure to open a valve known as a dry pipe valve, which
allows the water to flow into the piping system and out the opened sprinklers.

“Fire extinguishing system contractor,” “fire protection system contractor,” or “contractor” means
a person(s) engaging in or representing oneself to the public as engaging in the activity or business of
layout, installation, repair, service, alteration, addition, testing, maintenance, or maintenance inspection
of automatic fire extinguishing systems in this state, as defined in lowa Code section 100C.1, and who
is eertified licensed pursuant to lowa Code chapter 100C.

“Fire protection system” means a sprinkler, standpipe, hose system, special hazard system, dry
system, foam system, or any water-based fire protection system, whether engineered or preengineered
and whether manually or automatically activated, used for fire protection purposes which may include an
integrated system of underground and overhead piping and which may be connected to a water source.

“Fire protection system installation”” means to set up or establish a fire protection system for use in
an indicated space.

“Fire protection system installer and maintenance worker” or ‘“technician” means a person
who, having the necessary qualifications, training, experience, and technical knowledge, conducts fire
protection system installation and maintenance and who is licensed by the department to install or
maintain the types of fire protection systems endorsed on the person’s fire protection system technician
license. A fire protection technician shall be an employee of a fire protection system contractor or,
if employed by anyone other than a fire protection system contractor, shall perform work requiring
licensing as a fire protection system technician only on property owned or occupied by such employer
and may obtain a license if the employer is not a licensed contractor.

“Fire protection system maintenance”’ means to provide repairs, including all inspections and tests,
required to keep a fire protection system and its component parts in an operative condition at all times
and the replacement of the system or its component parts when they become undependable or inoperable.

“Fire protection system technician trainee” means a person who is engaged in learning the fire
protection system industry trade under the direct supervision of a responsible managing employee or
a licensed fire protection system technician who is not a trainee. “Fire protection system technician
trainee” does not mean a person who is an apprentice fire protection system installer and maintenance
worker.

“Foam extinguishing system” means a special system discharging foam made from concentrates,
either mechanically or chemically, over the area to be protected.

“Halogenated extinguishing system”’ means a fire extinguishing system using one or more atoms of
an element from the halogen chemical series of fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine.

“Hybrid-inert water mist system” means a system that combine the benefits of inert gas systems
and water mist systems to extinguish fires. These systems provide both extinguishment and cooling to
prevent reignition utilizing nontoxic, non-ozone-depleting hybrid media.

“Layout” means drawings, calculations and component specifications to achieve the specified
system design installation. “Layout” does not include design.

“Listed” means equipment, materials, or services included in a list published by a nationally
recognized independent testing organization concerned with evaluation of products or services that
maintains periodic inspection of the production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation
of services and whose listing states that either the equipment, material, or service meets appropriate
designated standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

“Offense directly relates” refers to either of the following:

1. The actions taken in furtherance of an offense are actions customarily performed within the
scope of practice of a licensed profession.

2.  The circumstances under which an offense was committed are circumstances customary to a
licensed profession.
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“Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire suppression system” means any system having
predetermined flow rates, nozzle pressures and limited quantities of either agent. These systems have
specific pipe sizes, maximum and minimum pipe lengths, flexible hose specifications, number of fittings
and number and types of nozzles prescribed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. The hazards
against which these systems protect are specifically limited by the testing laboratory as to the type and
size based upon actual fire tests. Limitations on hazards that can be protected against by these systems
are contained in the manufacturer’s installation manual, which is referenced as part of the listing.

“Preengineered fire protection system” means a fire protection system that has a predetermined flow
rate, nozzle pressure, and quantity of extinguishing agent.

“Preengineered water-based fire protection system” means a packaged, water-based sprinkler
system including all components connected to a water supply and designed to be installed according to
pretested limitations.

“Responsible managing employee” means a person who is an owner, partner, officer, or manager
employed full-time by a fire extinguishing system contractor and who meets the requirements for a
responsible managing employee established in Iowa Code chapter 100C and 661—Chapter 275.

“Routine maintenance” means the repair or replacement of existing fire protection system
components of the same size and type, for which no changes in configuration are made. “Routine
maintenance” does not mean any new installation or any expansion or extension of any existing fire
protection system, nor does it mean inspection and testing.

“Special hazards system” means a fire extinguishing system utilizing fire detection and control
methods to release an extinguishing agent, other than water connected to a dedicated fire protection

water supply.

“Wet agent” or “wet chemical” means an aqueous solution of organic or inorganic salts or a

combination thereof that forms an extinguishing agent.

661—276.3(100D) Licensing requirements. A fire protection system installer and maintenance worker
shall meet all of the following requirements in order to receive a license from the state fire marshal and
shall continue to meet all requirements throughout the period of licensure. A licensee shall notify the

state fire marshal as established in subrule 276.1(4), in writing en-aferm-designated-by-the fire-marshal,

within 30 calendar days if the licensee fails to meet any requirement for licensure.
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246%(—2—) 76 3!1! Complzance Each llcensee shall maintain compllance Wlth all other applicable
provisions of law related to operation in the state of lowa and in any political subdivision in which the
licensee is performing work.

276:3(3) 276.3(2) Training and-experience requirements. An applicant for a license shall meet the

following training and-experiencerequirements one of the requirements for the following endorsements:
a. Fer—enéer—sement—fer—&&tem&ﬁe Automatrc sprinkler system installation and-maintenanee;—the

€2—) ) A—passmg—seereeﬂ—eﬁher;ﬂ&e&aﬁedq&ssee}a&eﬂ—sm Current certlﬁcatron by the National
Inspection Testing and Certrﬁcatron Corporatron (NITC) in the STAR Fire Spr—mk—ler prrnklerﬁttmg

32 Gerﬁ-ﬁe&&eﬁ Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering

Technologies (NICET) at level [ or above in Auffemaﬂc—Spﬂﬂkler—Sﬁ%em—Layeﬂt—&t—Level—I water-based
Xstem layou or ¢

(3) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in inspection and testing of water-based systems, or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

b. Ferendersementforspeeial Special hazards fire protection system installation and-maintenanece;

629 (€8] Ger&ﬁeat&eﬁ Current certlﬁcatron by the Natlonal Instltute for Certlﬁcatlon in Engineering

Technologies (NICET) at level I or above n Speeral—Ha—zards—Breteeﬁeﬂ—Systems—at—Level—I pema
hazards system or 2 G . q
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(2) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

d Preengineered dry chemical
or wet agent ﬁre protectlon sys{ems—the—appheaﬂt—shaﬂ—shew—ewdeﬁee—ei;ﬂae—feﬂeaqﬂg system

installation:
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(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies

(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Current certification by the National Association of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) in
preengineered kitchen fire extinguishing systems, preengineered industrial fire extinguishing systems,
or both, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of any training required by the manufacturer for the installation of any
system the technician installs, or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

d. Eer-endersementfor-installation-of preengineered Preengineered water-based fire protection
systems in 1 one- and two- famﬂy dwelhngs—th&apphempshalkshewe\&de%%eﬁsa&sﬁaete%yeempleﬁeﬂ

meet—t—hﬁeﬁmcemen{—e#t-}ﬁ—p&lﬁagﬁa-ph— 1nsta11at10n

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Satisfactory completion of any training required by the manufacturer for the installation of any
system the technician installs, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

e.  Automatic sprinkler system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current certification by the National Inspection and Testing Certification Corporation (NITC)
in the STAR Fire Sprinklerfitting Mastery Examination, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in water-based systems layout, or

(3) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in inspection and testing of water-based systems, or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

/. Special hazards system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

g.  Preengineered dry chemical or wet agent fire protection system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or
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(2) Current certification by the National Association of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) in
preengineered kitchen fire extinguishing systems, preengineered industrial fire extinguishing systems,
or both, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of any training required by the manufacturer for maintenance and
inspection of any system the technician inspects, or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

h.  Preengineered water-based fire protection systems in one- and two-family dwellings
installation:

(1) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in special hazard systems, or

(2) Satisfactory completion of any training required by the manufacturer for maintenance and
inspection of any system the technician inspects, or

(3) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

i. _ Fire protection system technician trainee, submission of a completed application no later than
the first day of employment. A fire protection system technician trainee may perform work which
requires licensure under this chapter only under the direct supervision of a licensed fire protection system
technician or responsible managing employee whose license contains one or more endorsements as
provided in subrule 275.1(2) or 276.1(2), and that work must be within the scope of work authorized
by the endorsements held by the supervising fire protection system technician or responsible managing
employee. At least one licensed fire protection system technician or responsible managing employee
must be present for every three apprentice fire protection system installers and maintenance workers or
fire protection system technician trainees performing work related to fire protection systems.

276:34) 276. 3{3[ Contznuzng educatzon A hcense may be renewed only if the licensee has
completed : : :

Hs—tssued recertlﬁcatlon of the apphcable requlrements relatlve to the endorsement for which the
license is being renewed. :

276.3(4) Training or testing approval. In any case in which training or testing that is offered to
satisfy the requirements of this rule is required to be approved by the state fire marshal, such approval is
required prior to acceptance of the training or testing to meet licensure requirements. Approval by the
state fire marshal of any training or testing to meet these requirements may be sought by the individual,
firm, or organization providing the testing or training or initiated by the state fire marshal. Any individual,
firm, or organization seeking to obtain such approval shall apply to the state fire marshal no later than
July 1, 2021, and no later than July 1 every two years thereafter. Program information and any other
documentation requested by the state fire marshal for consideration shall be submitted as specified in
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subrule 276.1(4). Training and testing approved by the state fire marshal will be listed on the state fire
marshal’s licensing website.

276.3(5) License applicability. Work performed by a technician subject to these rules shall be limited
to areas of competence indicated by the specific certification(s) or other training requirements met by the
applicant. Work performed in the state shall not begin prior to:

a. Receipt of a new or renewed license issued by the state fire marshal to the applicant, or

b.  Receipt of written approval to perform work prior to issuance of a new or renewed license from
the state fire marshal to the applicant.

276.3(6) Portable fire extinguisher requirements. Nothing in this rule shall be interpreted to conflict
with or diminish any requirement for training or certification for anyone installing or servicing a fire
extinguishing system or portable fire extinguisher set forth in any rule of the state fire marshal or local
fire ordinance or standard adopted by reference therein.

ITEM 9. Renumber rules 661—276.4(100D) to 661—276.6(100D) as 661—276.5(100D) to
661—276.7(100D).

ITEM 10. Adopt the following new rule 661—276.4(272C):

661—276.4(272C) Licensure of persons licensed in other jurisdictions.

276.4(1) For the purposes of this rule, “issuing jurisdiction” means the duly constituted authority in
another state that has issued a professional license, certificate, or registration to a person.

276.4(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a fire protection system technician license shall
be issued without an examination to a person who establishes residency in this state or to a person who
is married to an active duty member of the military forces of the United States and who is accompanying
the member on an official permanent change of station to a military installation located in this state if all
of the following conditions are met:

a. The person is currently licensed by at least one other issuing jurisdiction as a fire protection
system technician with a substantially similar scope of practice and the license is in good standing in all
issuing jurisdictions in which the person holds a license.

b.  The person has been licensed by another issuing jurisdiction for at least one year.

c¢.  The person was licensed by the issuing jurisdiction, the issuing jurisdiction imposed minimum
educational requirements and, if applicable, work experience requirements, and the issuing jurisdiction
verifies that the person met those requirements in order to be licensed in that issuing jurisdiction.

d. The person previously passed an examination required by the other issuing jurisdiction for
licensure, if applicable.

e.  The person has not had a license revoked and has not voluntarily surrendered a license in any
other issuing jurisdiction or country while under investigation for unprofessional conduct.

/- The person has not had discipline imposed by any other regulating entity in this state or another
issuing jurisdiction or country. If another jurisdiction has taken disciplinary action against the person, the
state fire marshal shall determine if the cause for the action was corrected and the matter resolved. If the
state fire marshal determines that the matter has not been resolved by the jurisdiction imposing discipline,
the state fire marshal shall not issue or deny a license to the person until the matter is resolved.

g Theperson does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before any regulating
entity in another issuing jurisdiction or country that relates to unprofessional conduct. If the person has
any complaints, allegations, or investigations pending, the state fire marshal shall not issue or deny a
license to the person until the complaint, allegation, or investigation is resolved.

h.  The person pays all applicable fees.

i.  The person does not have a criminal history that would prevent the person from holding the fire
protection system technician license applied for in this state.

276.4(3) A person licensed pursuant to this rule is subject to the laws regulating the person’s practice
in this state and is subject to the jurisdiction of the state fire marshal.

276.4(4) This rule does not apply to any of the following:
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a. The ability of the state fire marshal to require the submission of fingerprints or completion of
a criminal history check.

b.  The ability of the state fire marshal to require a person to take and pass an examination specific
to the laws of this state prior to issuing a license. If the state fire marshal requires an application to take
and pass an examination specific to the laws of this state, the state fire marshal shall issue an applicant a
temporary license that is valid for a period of three months and may be renewed once for an additional
period of three months.

276.4(5) Except as provided in subrule 276.4(2), a person applying for a license in this state who
relocates to this state from another state that did not require a license to practice as a fire protection system
technician may be considered to have met any education, training, or work experience requirements
imposed by the state fire marshal in this state if the person has three or more years of related work
experience with a substantially similar scope of practice within the four years preceding the date of
application as determined by the state fire marshal.

276.4(6) A person applying for a license in this state under the requirements of this subrule shall
submit the person’s request in writing to the state fire marshal as established in subrule 276.1(4) providing
proof of residency in this state and documentation to verify all conditions are met under this subrule.

ITEM 11. Amend renumbered rules 661—276.5(100D) to 661—276.7(100D) as follows:

661—276.5(100D) Application and fees.

276.5(1) Application. Any person seeking licensure as a fire protection system installer—and
maintenanee—worker technician shall submit a completed application form to the state fire marshal.
The application shall be filed no later than 30 days prior to the date eﬂ—wh-teh—heeﬂse&e—rs—requed
of beginning work in this state or the date on which an existing license expires. An application form
may be obtained from the state fire marshal or from the Web-site-of the-fire protectionsysteminstaller
&nd—mamtenane%weﬂeer—heensmg—pfeg%am state fire marshal’s website. The application form shall be

submitted with all required attachments in subrule 276.5(5) and the required license fee established
in subrule 276-4(2) 276.5(2). An application shall not be considered complete unless all required
information is submitted, including required attachments and fees, and shall not be processed until it
is complete.

NOTE: The Web—site website for the fire protection system installer—and—maintenance
wetrker technician licensing program is htp/Awww-dpsstate-dausHm/building/feseeprindexshtml

dps.iowa. gov/d1v1s1ons/state fire-marshal/licensing/fire-protection.

276.5(2) License fee.
a. The fee for a permanent or provisional license, except for a trainee llcense shall be $200. ¥

apphieation: If an apphcatlon for a 11cense prov1des for more than one endorsement as prov1ded in subrule
276.1(2), there shall be an additional fee of $25 for each endorsement beyond the first.
b.  The fee for a fire protection system technician trainee license shall be $100.

The state fire marshal shall waive any fee charged to an applicant for a license if the applicant’s

household income does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty income guidelines and the applicant
is applying for the license for the first time in this state.
276.5(3) Payment. The license fee shall be submitted electronically or by draft, check, or money

order in the applicable amount payable to the lowa Department-of Public-Safety State Fire Marshal
Division. Draft, check, or money order shall be addressed to the state fire marshal as established in

subrule 276. 1(4) Payment cannot be made in cash. liheﬂa&eﬂ&e—p%Gn—e-ﬂthe—eheeleshe&}d—lwe—the

276 5(4) Amended lzcense
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a. The fee for issuance of an amended license is $25 the difference between the original license
fee paid and changes in endorsement(s), if applicable. The fee shall be submitted with a request for an
amended license. A licensee shall request and the state fire marshal shall issue an amended license for
any of the following reasons, and a fee does not apply:

(1) A change in employer:. A licensee may only transfer the licensee’s technician license to another
employer if the licensee paid the license fee at the time of original application. If the licensee’s previous
employer paid the license fee, the licensee must reapply for a new license under the licensee’s new
employer and pay the license fee.

> | — ;

) (2) A change in any other material information included in or with the initial or renewal
application. A change of address is a material change. However, if the request for an amended license
is solely for a change of business address, the former address of the business is in an area subject to a
disaster emergency proclamation issued by the governor pursuant to lowa Code section 29C.6, and the
relocation occurs as a result of flooding or storm damage or other conditions which form a basis for the
issuance of the disaster emergency proclamation, the fee shall not apply, although an amended license
shall be issued.

b.  Other changes in the information required in the application form, including renewal of
insurance coverage with a new expiration date, shall be reported to the state fire marshal but shall not
require issuance of an amended license or payment of the amended license fee.

276.5(5) Attachments. Required attachments to the application for a license include, but are not
limited to, the following:

a. Documentation verifying that the applicant has in—feree—the—insurance—eoverage—required
by—sabml%}!—lé%(—l-} met the applrcable hcensure requrrernents Fhe-documentationshall-ineclade-an

hcensure in another 1ssu1ng _]uI’lSdlCthl’l by prov1d1ng the following:

(1) Proof of residency in this state.

(2) Proof all conditions are met as established in rule 661—276.4(100D).

1. Copy of a license from other issuing jurisdiction.

2. Evidence the applicant met issuing jurisdiction’s educational requirements and, if applicable,
work experience requirements.

3. Evidence the applicant passed the issuing jurisdiction’s required examination, if applicable.

4. Evidence the applicant has not had a license revoked or voluntarily surrendered, had discipline
imposed, or been under investigation by another issuing jurisdiction.

5. Evidence the applicant does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before
any regulatory entlty related to unprofessronal conduct

661—276.6(100D) Complaints.

276.6(1) Complaints regarding the performance of any licensed fire protection system installer-and
maintenanee-worker; technician, failure of a licensee to meet any of the requirements established in 2009
Iowa Code Sﬁpplemeﬂ% chapter 100D as-amended-by2010-lowa-Aets; Senate Ee-2355; or this chapter
or any other provision of laws, or persons operating as fire protection system installers and maintenance
workers without licensure may be filed with the state fire marshal. Complaints should be addressed as
follows:
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State Fire Marshal Division

Iowa Department of Public Safety

Attn: SFM Licensing Administration

215 East 7th Street

Des Moines, lowa 50319

276.6(2) Complaints may be submitted addressed by electronic mail to feseeppdps-state-iais-orby
facsimile to(515)725-6172 sfmlicense@dps.state.ia.us or in writing by the United States Postal Service.

276.6(3) Complaints should be as specific as possible and shall clearly identify the licensee or other
person against whom the complaint is filed. Complaints shall be submitted in writing. A complaint may
be submitted anonymously, but if the name and contact information of the complainant are provided, the
complainant will be notified of the disposition of the complaint.

661—276.7(100D) Denial, suspension, or revocation of licensure; civil penalties; appeals. If a
licensee or person who performs work requiring a license violates any provision of these rules or any
other provision of law related to work requiring licensure pursuant to this chapter, the state fire marshal
may deny, suspend or revoke a license or assess a civil penalty to a licensee or to a person who performs
work requiring licensure pursuant to this chapter and who is not licensed.

276.7(1) Denial. The state fire marshal may deny an application for licensure:

a. If the applicant makes a false statement on the application form or in any other submission
of information required for licensure. “False statement” means providing false information or failing
to include material information, such as a previous criminal conviction or action taken by another
jurisdiction, when requested on the application form or otherwise in the application process.

b.  If the applicant fails to meet all of the requirements for licensure established in this chapter.

c. If the applicant is currently barred for cause from licensure equivalent to that provided for in
this chapter in another jurisdiction.

d. If an applicant has previously been barred for cause from operating in another jurisdiction as a
fire protection system installer and maintenance worker and if the basis of that action reflects upon the
integrity of the applicant in operating as a fire protection system installer and maintenance worker. If an
applicant is found to have been previously barred for cause from operating as a fire protection system
installer and maintenance worker in another jurisdiction and is no longer barred from doing so, the state
fire marshal shall evaluate the record of that action with regard to the likelihood that the applicant would
operate with integrity as a licensee. If an applicant is denied licensure under this paragraph, the applicant
shall be notified of the specific reasons for the denial.

apphe&&t—weald—epera%e“%krm%egm-y&s—a—heensee Conv1ct10n of a felony offense if the offense dlrectly

relates to the profession or occupation of the licensee, in the courts of this state or another state, territory
or country. “Conviction” as used in this subrule includes a conviction of an offense which if committed
in this state would be a felony without regard to its designation elsewhere, and includes a finding or
verdict of guilt made or returned in a criminal proceeding even if the adjudication of guilt is withheld or
not entered. A certified copy of the final order or judgment of conviction or plea of guilty in this state
or in another state constitutes conclusive evidence of the conviction. If an applicant is denied licensure
under this paragraph, the applicant shall be notified of the specific reasons for the denial.

/. Knowingly making misleading, deceptive, untrue or fraudulent representations in the practice
of the licensee’s profession or engaging in unethical conduct or practice harmful or detrimental to the
public. Proof of actual injury need not be established.

2. Willful or repeated violations of the provisions of this chapter.

276.7(2) Suspension. A suspension of a license may be imposed by the state fire marshal for any
violation of these rules or 2009 Iowa Code Supplement chapter 100D as-amended-by-2010-lowa-Aets;
Senate-Ele2355; or for a failure to meet any legal requirement to operate as a fire protection system
installer and maintenance worker in this state. Failure to provide any notice to the state fire marshal as
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required by these rules shall be grounds for suspension. An order of suspension shall specify the length
of the suspension and shall specify that correction of all conditions which were a basis for the suspension
is a condition of reinstatement of the license even after the period of the suspension.

276.7(3) Revocation.

a. A revocation is a termination of a license. A license may be revoked by the state fire marshal
for repeated violations or for a violation which creates an imminent danger to the safety or health of
individuals protected by a fire protection system incorrectly installed by a licensee or when information
comes to the attention of the state fire marshal which, if known to the state fire marshal when the
application was being considered, would have resulted in denial of the license.

b. A new application for a license from an applicant whose license has previously been revoked
shall not be considered for a period of one year after the effective date of the revocation and, in any event,
until every condition which was a basis for the revocation has been corrected. The state fire marshal may
specify in the revocation order a period longer than one year before a new application for a license may
be considered. When a new application for a license from a person whose license was previously revoked
is being considered, the applicant may be denied a license based upon the same information which was
the basis for revocation even after any such period established by the state fire marshal has expired.

276.7(4) Disqualifications for criminal convictions limited.

a.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a person’s conviction of a crime
may be grounds for the denial, revocation, or suspension of a license only if an unreasonable risk to public
safety exists because the offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the profession and
the state fire marshal does not grant an exception pursuant to paragraph 276.7(4) “d.”

b.  The state fire marshal shall provide a list of the specific convictions that may disqualify an
applicant from receiving a license. Any such offense shall be an offense that directly relates to the duties
and responsibilities of the profession.

c. _ The state fire marshal shall not deny an application for a license on the basis of an arrest that
was not followed by a conviction or based on a finding that an applicant lacks good character, suffers
from moral turpitude, or on another similar basis.

d.  The state fire marshal shall grant an exception to an applicant who would otherwise be denied
a license due to a criminal conviction if the following factors establish by clear and convincing evidence
that the applicant is rehabilitated and an appropriate candidate for licensure:

(1) The nature and seriousness of the crime for which the applicant was convicted.

(2) The amount of time that has passed since the commission of the crime. There is a rebuttable
presumption that an applicant is rehabilitated and an appropriate candidate for licensure five years after
the date of the applicant’s release from incarceration, provided that the applicant was not convicted of
sexual abuse in violation of Towa Code section 709.4, a sexually violent offense as defined in lowa Code
section 229A.2, dependent adult abuse in violation of Iowa Code section 235B.20, a forcible felony as
defined in Iowa Code section 702.11, or domestic abuse assault in violation of lowa Code section 708.2A,
and the applicant has not been convicted of another crime after release from incarceration.

(3) The circumstances relative to the offense, including any aggravating and mitigating
circumstances or social conditions surrounding the commission of the offense.

(4) The age of the applicant at the time the offense was committed.

(5) Any treatment undertaken by the applicant.

(6) Whether a certificate of employability has been issued to the applicant pursuant to lowa Code
section 906.19.

(7) Any letters of reference submitted on behalf of the applicant.

(8) All other relevant evidence of rehabilitation and present fitness of the applicant.

e. An applicant may petition the state fire marshal in writing as specified in subrule 276.1(4) for
a determination as to whether the applicant’s criminal record will prevent the applicant from receiving a
license. The state fire marshal shall issue such a determination within 30 days of receiving the petition.
The state fire marshal shall determine whether an applicant’s criminal record will prevent the applicant
from receiving a license while determining whether to deny an applicant’s application on the basis of an
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applicant’s criminal conviction. The state fire marshal may charge a fee to recoup the costs of such a
determination, provided that such fee shall not exceed $25.

/. When the state fire marshal denies an applicant a license solely or partly because of the
applicant’s prior conviction of a crime, the state fire marshal shall notify the applicant in writing of all
of the following:

(1) The grounds for the denial of disqualification.

(2) That the applicant has the right to a hearing to challenge the state fire marshal’s decision.

(3) The earliest date the applicant may submit a new application.

(4) That evidence of rehabilitation of the applicant may be considered upon reapplication.

g. A determination by the state fire marshal that an applicant’s criminal conviction is specifically
listed as a disqualifying conviction and the offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the
applicant’s profession must be documented in written findings for each factor specified in this subrule
sufficient for a review by a court.

h.  In any administrative or civil hearing authorized by this rule or Jowa Code chapter 17A, the
state fire marshal shall carry the burden of proof on the question of whether the applicant’s criminal
offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the profession for which the license is sought.

i. _ The state fire marshal may require an applicant with a criminal record to submit the applicant’s
complete criminal record detailing an applicant’s offenses with an application. The state fire marshal may
also require an applicant with a criminal record to submit a personal statement regarding whether each
offense directly relates to the duties and performance of the applicant’s occupation. For the purposes
of this subrule, “complete criminal record” includes the complaint and judgment of conviction for each
offense of which the applicant has been convicted.

27674 276.7(5) Civil penalties. The state fire marshal may impose a civil penalty of up to $500
per day during which a violation has occurred and for every day until the violation is corrected. A civil
penalty may be imposed in lieu of or in addition to a suspension or may be imposed in addition to a
revocation. A civil penalty shall not be imposed in lieu of a revocation.

276:7H5) 276.7(6) Suspension or revocation for nonpayment of child support. The following
procedures shall apply to actions taken by the state fire marshal on a certificate of noncompliance
received from the lowa department of human services pursuant to lowa Code chapter 252J:

a. The notice required by Iowa Code section 252J.8 shall be served upon the licensee by
restricted certified mail, return receipt requested, or personal service in accordance with lowa Rule of
Civil Procedure 1.305. Alternatively, the licensee may accept service personally or through authorized
counsel.

b.  The effective date of revocation or suspension of a license, as specified in the notice required
by lowa Code section 252J.8, shall be 60 days following service upon the licensee.

c.  Licensees shall keep the state fire marshal informed of all court actions and all child support
recovery unit actions taken under or in connection with lowa Code chapter 252] and shall provide the
state fire marshal with copies, within 7 seven days of filing or issuance, of all applications filed with
the district court pursuant to lowa Code section 252J.9, all court orders entered in such actions, and
withdrawals of certificates of noncompliance by the child support recovery unit.

d. Al applicable fees for an application or reinstatement must be paid by the licensee before a
license will be issued, renewed, or reinstated after the state fire marshal has denied the issuance or renewal
of a license or has suspended or revoked a license pursuant to lowa Code chapter 252J.

e. Inthe event the licensee files a timely district court action following service of a notice pursuant
to lowa Code sections 252J.8 and 252J.9, the state fire marshal shall continue with the intended action
described in the notice upon the receipt of a court order lifting the stay, dismissing the action, or otherwise
directing the state fire marshal to proceed. For the purpose of determining the effective date of revocation
or suspension of the license, the state fire marshal shall count the number of days before the action was
filed and the number of days after the action was disposed of by the court.

£ Suspensions or revocations imposed pursuant to this subrule may not be appealed
administratively to the state fire marshal or within the department of public safety.
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NOTE: The procedures established in subrule 276-6(5) 276.7(6) implement the requirements of lowa
Code chapter 252]J. The provisions of lowa Code chapter 252] establish mandatory requirements for an
agency which administers a licensing program, such as the one established in this chapter, and provide
that actions brought under these provisions are not subject to contested case procedures established in
Iowa Code chapter 17A but must be appealed directly to district court.

276:746) 276.7(7) Suspension or revocation for nonpayment of debts owed state or local
government. The following procedures shall apply to actions taken by the state fire marshal on a
certificate of noncompliance received from the lowa department of revenue pursuant to lowa Code
chapter 272D:

a.  The notice required by lowa Code section 272D.3 shall be served upon the licensee by regular
mail.

b.  The effective date of revocation or suspension of a license, as specified in the notice required
by lowa Code section 272D.3, shall be 20 days following service upon the licensee.

c.  Licensees shall keep the state fire marshal informed of all court actions and centralized
collection unit actions taken under or in connection with Iowa Code chapter 272D and shall provide the
state fire marshal with copies, within 7 seven days of filing or issuance, of all applications filed with
the district court pursuant to lowa Code section 272D.9, all court orders entered in such actions, and
withdrawals of certificates of noncompliance by the centralized collection unit.

d.  All applicable fees for an application or reinstatement must be paid by the licensee before a
license will be issued, renewed, or reinstated after the state fire marshal has denied the issuance or renewal
of a license or has suspended or revoked a license pursuant to lowa Code chapter 272D.

e. Inthe event the licensee files a timely district court action following service of a notice pursuant
to Iowa Code section 272D.8, the state fire marshal shall continue with the intended action described in
the notice upon the receipt of a court order lifting the stay, dismissing the action, or otherwise directing
the state fire marshal to proceed. For the purpose of determining the effective date of revocation or
suspension of the license, the state fire marshal shall count the number of days before the action was
filed and the number of days after the action was disposed of by the court.

f Suspensions or revocations imposed pursuant to this subrule may not be appealed
administratively to the state fire marshal or within the department of public safety.

NOTE: The procedures established in subrule 276-6(6) 276.7(7) implement the requirements of lowa
Code chapter 272D. The provisions of lowa Code chapter 272D establish mandatory requirements for an
agency which administers a licensing program, such as the one established in this chapter, and provide
that actions brought under these provisions are not subject to contested case procedures established in
Iowa Code chapter 17A but must be appealed directly to district court.

2767 276.7(8) Appeals. Any denial, suspension, or revocation of a license, or any civil penalty
imposed upon a licensee or other person under this rule, other than one imposed pursuant to subrule
276:6(5) 276.7(6) or 276:6(6) 276.7(7), may be appealed by the licensee or other person within 14
days of receipt of the notice. Appeals of actions taken by the state fire marshal under this rule shall
be to the commissioner of public safety and shall be treated as contested cases following the procedures
established in rules 661—10.301(17A) through 661—10.332(17A).

ITEM 12. Adopt the following new rule 661—276.8(272D):

661—276.8(272D) Veterans, military service members, and certain survivor beneficiaries. Any
individual while serving honorably on federal active duty, state active duty, or national guard duty, as
defined in Iowa Code section 29A.1, applying for licensure as a fire protection system technician shall
apply for licensure following 661—Chapter 278.

ITEM 13. Amend 661—Chapter 277, title, as follows:
CERTHHICATION LICENSING OF ALARM SYSTEM CONTRACTORS AND INSTAELERS
TECHNICIANS
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ITEM 14. Amend rules 661—277.1(100C) to 661—277.7(100C) as follows:

661—277.1(100C) Establishment of program. There is are established within the state fire marshal
division an alarm system contractor and installer eertification—program licensing programs, called the
alarm system contractor license and alarm system technician license. The pregramis programs are
established pursuant to lowa Code Supplement chapter 100C.

277.1(1) Eertifieation Licensure required.

& Execeptasprovidedinparagraph277-H—b"ne No person shall act as an alarm system contractor
without being currently eertified licensed as an alarm system contractor by the state fire marshal. Exeept
as—p*ewded—m—par&graph—ﬁq—l-el%—b—ne No person shall act as an alarm system installer technician
without being currently eertified licensed by the state fire marshal as an alarm system contractor or or or alarm
system installer technician unless the person is engaged in the installation of alarm system components,
is currently licensed pursuant to lowa Code Supplement chapter 103, and is exempt from requirements
for eertifieation licensure by the state fire marshal as an alarm system installer technician pursuant to
Iowa Code Supplement chapter 103.

EXCEPTION: A person may pull cable for an alarm system under the direct supervision of a eertified
licensed contractor, eertified—installer licensed technician, or person licensed pursuant to lowa Code

Supplemen{ chapter 103 who is working as an—installer a technician without eertifieation licensing
pursuant to Iowa Code S&pplemeﬂ{ chapter 103.

277.1(2) Endorsement.
a. The eertifieation licensure of each contractor, erinstaller technician, or technician trainee shall
carry an endorsement for one or more of the following:
(1) Alarm system contractor.
Fire alarm system eentraeter(+a) installation.
Nurse call system eentraetor(tb) installation.
Security alarm system eentractor{te) installation.

Alarm system maintenance inspection eentractor(td).
Dwelling unit alarm system eentractor-{(1te) installation.

Alarm system instaler technician.

Fire alarm system ms%a-l-}er—eza} installation.
Nurse call system instaler(2b) installation.

Security alarm system instaler(2e} installation.
Alarm system component installer{24) installation.

Alarm system maintenance inspection mst-&l-ler—@e}
Dwelling unit alarm system installer2f) installation.

7— (3)  Alarm system installerassistant-2¢) technician trainee.

b.  Any person acting as an alarm system contractor or instaler technician, other than a person who
is not required to be eertified licensed for such work by the state fire marshal, shall do so only in relation to
systems covered by the endorsements on the contractor’s or instaler’s-eertifieation technician’s license.

277.1(3) Length of eertification licensure. Certifieation Licensure shall normally be for three years
and shall expire on September 30 of the third year after the eertification license has been issued. A
eertification license which is effective on a date other than October 1 shall be effective on the date on
which the eertification license is issued and shall expire on the next September 30, after two years have
passed from the date on which the eertification license was issued.

277.1(4) Inquiries. Inquiries regarding the alarm system contractor and—installer—eertification
pregram or alarm system technician license programs may be addressed to:

| S : | Installer Cortification D
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State Fire Marshal Division

Iowa Department of Public Safety
Attn: SFM Licensing Administration
215 East 7th Street

Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Inquiries may be addressed by electronic mail to alarminfo@dps-stateiaus;
sfmlicense(@dps.state.ia.us or by telephene-te(515)725-6145 the United States Postal Service.

661—277.2(100C) Definitions. The following definitions apply to rules 661—277.1(100C) through
66127771066y 661—277.11(100C):

“Alarm system” means a system or portion of a combination system that consists of components
and circuits hardwired or wireless arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of a fire alarm, security
alarm, or medical alarm or supervisory signal-initiating devices and to initiate the appropriate response to
those signals, but does not mean any such security system or portion of a combination system installed in
a prison, jail, or detention facility owned by the state, a political subdivision of the state, the department
of human services, or the lowa veterans home.

“Alarm system componentinstatler components” means an-employee-ofan-alarm systemcontractor
whe-is—engaged—in—=a the portion of an alarm system installation limited to mounting alarm system
raceways, boxes or system devices, and pulling of system cable, not including final termination at an
alarm panel or final connection of the alarm system or alarm system testing.

“Alarm system contractor” or “contractor” means a person engaging in or representing oneself
to the public as engaging in the activity or business of layout, installation, repair, alteration, addition,
maintenance, or maintenance inspection of alarm systems in this state.

“Alarm system instetter technician” or “technician” means a person who is engaged in the layout,
installation, repair, alteration, addition, testing, or maintenance of alarm systems and who is eertified
licensed under the provisions of this chapter to perform work authorized by that eertifieation license and
any endorsement pertaining thereto. An alarm system instaler technician shall be an employee of an
alarm system contractor or, if employed by anyone other than an alarm system contractor, shall perform
work requiring eertifieation licensing as an alarm system installer technician only on property owned or
occupied by such employer and may obtain a license if the employer is not a licensed contractor.

“Alarm system installer-assistant technician trainee” means a person who is engaged in the layout,
installation, repair, alteration, addition, or maintenance of alarm systems under the direct supervision of
an a responsible managing employee or licensed alarm system instaler technician.

“Alarm system maintenance inspection instatter” means an employee of an alarm system contractor
who is engaged in maintenance inspection of fire alarm, nurse call, or security alarm systems.

“Dwelling alarm system” means a system or portion of a combination system that consists of
components and circuits hardwired or wireless arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of a fire
alarm, nurse call or security alarm or supervisory signal-initiating devices and to initiate the appropriate
response to those signals, installed in a single-family dwelling or a single dwelling unit of a multifamily
residential building and not interconnected with another dwelling alarm system. A dwelling alarm
system does not mean single-station or multiple-station alarms installed in dwelling units.

“Fire alarm system” means a system or portion of a combination system that consists of components
and circuits hardwired or wireless arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of a fire alarm or
supervisory signal-initiating devices and to initiate the appropriate response to those signals that serves
the general fire alarm needs of a building or buildings and that provides fire department or occupant
notification or both. A fire alarm system does not mean single-station or multiple-station alarms
installed in dwelling units.

“Installation” means hanging electrical conduits, raceways or boxes; mounting system devices;
pulling system cable; activating system-initiating devices and system control units or verifying system
operations to meet specifications; and performing system acceptance testing.

“Layout” means drawings, calculations and component specifications to achieve the specified
system design installation. “Layout” does not include design.
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“Listed” means equipment, materials, or services included in a list published by a nationally
recognized independent testing organization that is concerned with evaluation of products or services,
that maintains periodic inspection of production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation
of services, and whose listing states that either the equipment, material, or service meets appropriate
designated standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

“Maintenance inspection”’ means periodic inspection and certification completed by an alarm system
contractor or installer technician. For purposes of this chapter, “maintenance inspection” does not include
an inspection completed by a building official or fire inspector when acting in an official capacity, or an

NoTFE:-As-of July1;2008-the- Web-site-of NICET-is-http//www-nicet-orgl- ; i : ieek

“Nurse call system” means a nurse call system or portion of a combination system that consists
of components and circuits hardwired or wireless arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of a
nurse call system or supervisory signal-initiating devices and to initiate the appropriate response to those
signals, installed in a facility required to be licensed or certified by the state pursuant to lowa Code
chapter 125, 135B, 135C, 135G, 135H, 135],231C, or 231D, or installed in a facility operating pursuant
to Iowa Code chapter 218, 219, 223, 225, 233A, or 233B, to initiate response of on-site medical care
providers.

“Olffense directly relates” refers to either of the following:

1. The actions taken in furtherance of an offense are actions customarily performed within the
scope of practice of a licensed profession.

2. The circumstances under which an offense was committed are circumstances customary to a
licensed profession.

“Responsible managing employee” means an owner, partner, officer, or manager employed full-time
by an alarm system contractor who is designated as a responsible managing employee for an alarm
system contractor and who meets the requirements for a responsible managing employee established in
rule 661—277.3(100C).

“Security alarm system” means a system or portion of a combination system that consists of
components and circuits hardwired or wireless arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of a
security alarm or supervisory signal-initiating devices and to initiate the appropriate response to those
signals, installed in a building or facility to detect unauthorized entry into a building or portion of a
building and to notify security personnel or building occupants or both.

661—277.3(100C) Responsible managing employee. Each alarm system contractor shall designate
a responsible managing employee and may designate one or more alternate responsible managing
employees. A contractor may designate more than one responsible managing employee in order to
satisfy the requirements for more than one endorsement as provided in subrule 277.1(2). If more than
one responsible managing employee is designated, the contractor shall indicate for which responsible
managing employee each designated alternate managing employee serves as an alternate.

277.3(1) The responsible managing employee or employees shall be designated in the application
for eertifieation licensure; and, if a responsible managing employee is no longer acting in that role, the
contractor shall so notify the state fire marshal, in writing, within 30 calendar days, en-aferm-designated
by-the-fire-marshal as provided in subrule 277.1(4).

277.3(2) If aresponsible managing employee is no longer acting in the role of responsible managing
employee and the contractor has designated an alternate responsible managing employee, the alternate
responsible managing employee shall become the responsible managing employee and the contractor
shall so notify the state fire marshal, in writing as provided in subrule 277.1(4), within 30 calendar days
of the date on which the preceding responsible managing employee ceased to act in that role. If the
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contractor has designated more than one alternate responsible managing employee, the notice to the state
fire marshal shall indicate which alternate responsible managing employee has assumed the position of
responsible managing employee.

277.3(3) If a responsible managing employee designated by an alarm system contractor is no longer
acting in the role of responsible managing employee and the contractor has not designated an alternate
responsible managing employee, the contractor shall designate a new responsible managing employee
and shall notify the state fire marshal, in writing as provided in subrule 277.1(4), of the designation
within six months of the date on which the former responsible managing employee ceased to act in that
capacity;-en-a-form-designated-by-the-fire-marshal in writing as provided in subrule 277.1(4). If the state
fire marshal has not been notified of the appointment of a new responsible managing employee within
six months of the date on which a responsible managing employee ceased serving in that capacity, the
state fire marshal shall suspend the eertifieation license of the alarm system contractor.

277.3(4) A responsible managing employee or an alternate responsible managing employee shall
meet one of the felewing requirements for the following endorsements:

a.  Fire alarm system installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level III or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level III in certified fire
alarm designer (CFAD), or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

b.  Nurse call system installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by a nurse call system manufacturer, or

(3) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level II or above in fire alarm systems, or
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(4) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level Il in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(5) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

¢.  Security alarm system installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level II or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level Il in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

d.  Alarm system maintenance inspection:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level II or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level Il in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) level II or above in inspection and testing of fire alarm systems, or

(5) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

e.  Dwelling unit alarm system installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level I in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

277.3(5) In any case in which training or testing that is offered to satisfy the requirements of this
rule is required to be approved by the state fire marshal, such approval is required prior to acceptance of
the training or testing to meet eertifieation licensing requirements. Approval by the state fire marshal of
any training or testing to meet these requirements may be sought by the individual, firm, or organization
providing the testing or training or initiated by the state fire marshal. Any individual, firm, or organization
seeking to obtain such approval may apply to the state fire marshal no later than July 1, 2021, and no
later than July 1 every two years thereafter. An-applicationformfor-approval-of-atesting-or-training

as-speeified-insubrale 277 H4)- Program information and any other documentation requested by the
state fire marshal for consideration shall be submitted to the state fire marshal as specified in subrule
277.1(4). Training and testing approved by the state fire marshal will be listed on the state fire marshal’s
licensing website.

277.3(6) Work performed by a contractor subject to these rules shall be limited to areas of
competence indicated by the specific certification or certifications or other training requirements met by
the responsible managing employee. Work performed in the state shall not begin prior to:

a.  Receipt of a new or renewed license issued by the state fire marshal to the applicant, or

b.  Receipt of written approval to perform work prior to issuance of a new or renewed license from
the state fire marshal to the applicant.
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277.3(7) Nothing in this rule shall be interpreted to conflict with or diminish any requirement for
training or certification for anyone installing or servicing an alarm system set forth in any rule of the
state fire marshal or local fire ordinance or standard adopted by reference therein.

661—277.4(100C) Contractor eertification licensing requirements. An alarm system contractor
shall meet all of the following requirements in order to receive eertifieation licensure from the state
fire marshal and shall continue to meet all requirements throughout the period of eertification hcensure
The contractor shall notify the state fire marshal, in writing, eﬂ—a—fema—demgﬂated—by—t-h%ﬁfamlﬁs-hal as
provided in subrule 277.1(4), within 30 calendar days if the contractor fails to meet any requirement for
eertifieation licensure.

277.4(1) No change.

277.4(2) The contractor shall maintain general and complete operations liability insurance for the
layout, installation, repair, alteration, addition, maintenance, and inspection of automatic alarm systems
in the following amounts: $500,000 per person, $1,000,000 per occurrence, and $1,000,000 property
damage.

a.  The carrier of any insurance coverage maintained to meet this requirement shall notify the state
fire marshal 30 days prior to the effective date of cancellation or reduction of the coverage.

b.  The contractor shall cease operation immediately if the insurance coverage required by this
subrule is no longer in force and other insurance coverage meeting the requirements of this subrule is
not in force. A contractor shall not initiate any installation of an alarm system which cannot reasonably
be expected to be completed prior to the effective date of the cancellation of the insurance coverage
required by this subrule and of which the contractor has received notice, unless new insurance coverage
meeting the requirements of this subrule has been obtained and will be in force upon cancellation of the
prior coverage.

277.4(3) The contractor shall maintain current registration as a contractor with the labor services
division of the lowa workforce development department in compliance with lowa Code chapter 91C and
875—Chapter 150, lowa Administrative Code. The contractor shall provide a copy of the contractor’s
current registration from lowa workforce development with their application for licensure.

EXCEPTION: A contractor shall not be required to maintain registration with the labor services
division of the lowa workforce development department if the contractor does not meet the definition of
“contractor” for purposes of lowa Code chapter 91C and 875—Chapter 150, lowa Administrative Code.
Written documentation of such exemption must be provided to the state fire marshal upon application
for licensure as an alarm system contractor.

277.4(4) No change.

277.4(5) A license may be renewed only if the licensee has completed recertification of the
applicable requirements relative to the endorsement for which the licensee is renewing.

661—277.5(100C) Contractor application and fees.

277.5(1) Application. Any contractor seeking eertification licensure as an alarm system contractor
shall submit a completed application form to the state fire marshal. The application shall be filed no later
than 30 days prior to the date eﬂ—wha}eh—eemﬁeatteﬂ—}s—requﬁed of beginning work in this state or the
date on which an existing eem-ﬁeaﬁeﬁ license explres An apphcatlon form may be obtamed from the
state fire marshal or from the We an 3 A SFaTy
state fire marshal’s website. The apphcatlon form shall be submltted with all required attachments and
the required application fee established in subrale subrules 277.5(2) and 277.5(5). An application shall
not be considered complete unless all required information is submitted, including required attachments
and fees, and shall not be processed until it is complete.

NOTE: The Web—site website for the alarm system contractor and installer—ecertifieation
pregram  technician licensure p programs is: htpriwwwadpssstatesustimialarmindoashtml
dps.iowa.gov/divisions/state-fire-marshal/licensing/alarm.

277.5(2) €ertification Licensure fee. The eertifieation license fee for alarm system contractors shall
be $300 for three years. If an application for eertifieation licensure provides for more than one responsible
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managing employee pursuant to rule 661—277.3(100C), there shall be an additional fee of $50 for each
responsible managing employee beyond the first. If an application for eertifieation licensure provides for
more than one endorsement as prov1ded in subrule 277 1(2) there shall be an additional fee of $50 for

The state fire marshal shall waive any fee charged to an applicant for a license if the applicant’s
household income does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty income guidelines and the applicant
is applying for the license for the first time in this state.

277.5(3) Payment. The eertification license fee shall be submitted electronically or by draft, check,

or money order in the appllcable amount payable to the Depaﬁmem—ef—]lubheS&fet-y Iowa State Fire
Marshal Division. Fh he h

foHow&%mm—Sﬁe&&@o&&aeﬁo&a&d%ns&%ﬂe&@eﬁrﬁe&&o&ngr&m— Draft, check or money order
shall be addressed to the state fire marshal as established in subrule 277.1(4). Payment shall not be made
in cash.

277.5(4) Amended eertification licensure fee. The fee for issuance of an amended eertification
license is $+00 the difference between the original license fee paid and changes in endorsement(s) or
responsible managing employee(s), if applicable. The fee shall be submitted with the request for an
amended eertifieation licensure. A contractor shall request and the state fire marshal shall issue an
amended license for any of the items listed below and a fee does not apply

H A change in the designation of a responsible managing employee;

) b. A change in insurance coverage; or

) c. A change in any other material information included in or with the initial or renewal
application. A change in the location of a business is a material change; however, no fee shall be
charged for the issuance of an amended eertifieate license if the sole reason for amending the eertificate
license is to reflect a change in location which was necessitated by disaster emergency conditions and
the business was located in an area subject to a disaster emergency proclamation issued by the governor
pursuant to lowa Code section 29C.6-; or

b-d. Other changes in the information required in the application form, including renewal of
insurance coverage with a new expiration date, shall be reported to the state fire marshal but shall not
require issuance of an amended eertification license or payment of the amended eertifieation license fee.

277.5(5) Attachments. Required attachments to the application for eertifieation licensure include,
but are not limited to, the following:

a. Documentation verifying that the contractor has in force the insurance coverage required by
subrule 277.4(2). The documentation shall include an acknowledgment that the contractor’s insurance
coverage extends to any work performed by the contractor within the scope of eertifieation licensure
pursuant to this chapter. The documentation may consist of a letter from the insurance carrier or a copy
of the insurance certificate with an endorsement showing the required information.

b.  Documentation verifying that the person designated as the responsible managing employee
and any persons designated as alternate responsible managing employees have met the applicable
eertifieation licensure requirements.

c.  Documentation of qualifying licensure in another issuing jurisdiction by providing the
following:

(1) Proof of residency in this state.

(2) Proof all conditions are met as established in rule 661—277.8(272C).

1. Copy of a license from other issuing jurisdiction.

2. Evidence the applicant met the issuing jurisdiction’s educational requirements and, if
applicable, work experience requirements.

3. Evidence the applicant passed issuing jurisdiction’s required examination, if applicable.
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4. Evidence the applicant has not had a license revoked or voluntarily surrendered, had discipline
imposed, or been under investigation by another issuing jurisdiction.

5. Evidence the applicant does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before
any regulatory entity related to unprofessional conduct.

277.5(6) National criminal history check. Each applicant for eertification licensure as a contractor
shall submit fingerprints and the applicable fee as—dﬁeeted—b%&r%diﬁs&eﬂ—eﬁemmnal—}m%saga&eﬁ at
the time of application for a new or renewal license for a national criminal history check conducted by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

661—277.6(100C) Installereertifieation Technician licensure requirements. An applicant for alarm
system installer—eertifieation technician licensure shall meet all of the following requirements which
are applicable to the endorsements for which the applicant is applying in order to receive eertifieation
licensure from the state fire marshal and shall continue to meet all such requirements throughout the
period of eertification licensure. The installer technician shall notify the state fire marshal, in writing,
on-a-form-designated-by-the-fire-marshal; as provided in subrule 277.1(4) within 30 calendar days if the
installer technician fails to meet any applicable requirement for eertifieation licensure.

277.6(1) The alarm system instaler technician shall meet one of the following requirements for the
following endorsements:

(D Current hcensure as a profess1onal engineer by the Towa engineering and 1and surveying

examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level II or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level Il in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Current certification by the Elite Continuing Education University (CEU) in fire alarm
installation techniques (FAIT), or

(5) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

t—we—yeafs—ef—fel-a%ed—weflee*peﬂeﬂee— Nurse call system 1nstallat10n

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by a nurse call system manufacturer, or

(3) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in fire alarm systems, or

(4) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level I in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(5) Current licensure as a master electrician or journeyman electrician by the electrical examining
board pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 103.

(6) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by

the state fire marshal.

installation:
(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or
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(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level I in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Current certification by the Elite Continuing Education University (CEU) in advanced
electronic intrusion technician (AEIT), or

(5) Current certification by the Complete Electrical Academy at level I in Electronic Security
Technician, or

(6) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

d.  Eor-security—alarm system—endo

andio-systems: Alarm system component installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level I in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Current licensure as a master electrician or journeyman electrician by the electrical examining
board pursuant to Towa Code chapter 103.

(5) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

inspection:
(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying

examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level I in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in inspection and testing of fire alarm systems, or

(5) Current certification by the Complete Electrical Academy at level 1 in electronic security
technician, or

(6) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by
the state fire marshal.

f: . . .
alarm-systems-or-audio-systems: Dwelling unit alarm system installation:

(1) Current licensure as a professional engineer by the Iowa engineering and land surveying
examining board, with competence in alarm system design, or

(2) Current certification by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET) at level I or above in fire alarm systems, or

(3) Current certification by the Electronic Security Association (ESA) at level I in certified alarm
technician (CAT), or

(4) Current certification by the Elite Continuing Education University (CEU) in alarm level I, or

(5) Current certification by the Complete Electrical Academy at level I in electronic security
technician, or
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(6) Satisfactory completion of an applicable training or testing program that has been approved by

the state fire marshal.

subm1ss1on of a completed apphcatlon no later than the ﬁrst day of employment. An alarm system
technician trainee may perform work which requires licensure under this chapter only under the direct
supervision of a licensed alarm system technician or responsible managing employee whose license
contains one or more endorsements as provided in rules 661—277.3(100C) and 661—277.6(100C),
respectively, and that work must be within the scope of work authorized by the endorsements held by
the supervising alarm system technlclan or respon51ble managmg employee

277.6(2) The instaler technician shall maintain compliance with all other applicable provisions of
law related to operation in the state of Iowa and of any political subdivision in which the installer
technician is performing work.

277.6(3) In any case in which training or testing that is offered to satisfy the requirements of this
rule is required to be approved by the state fire marshal, such approval is required prior to acceptance of
the training or testing to meet eertifieation licensure requirements. Approval by the state fire marshal of
any training or testing to meet these requirements may be sought by the individual, firm, or organization
providing the testing or training or initiated by the state fire marshal. Any individual, firm, or organization
seeking to obtain such approval may apply to the state fire marshal no later than J uly 1, 2021 and no later
than July 1 every two years thereafter Ay M e 3 SraIm

oran Program
1nformat10n and any other documentatlon requested by the state ﬁre marshal for consrderatlon shall be

submitted to the state fire marshal as specified in subrule 277.1(4). Training and testing approved by the
state fire marshal will be listed on the state fire marshal’s licensing website.

277.6(4) Work performed by an-installer a technician subject to these rules shall be limited to areas
of competence indicated by the specific certification or certifications or other training requirements
met by the installer technician and shall be limited to areas of competence indicated by the specific
certification or certifications or other training requirements met by the responsible managing employee
of the instaler’s technician’s employer, unless the employer is not a eertified licensed contractor as
allowed by 2998—19&%%5—He&se¥14e—2§4—7—see&oﬁ4 Iowa Code chapter 100C. C. Work performed in
the state shall not begin prior to one of the following:

a.  Receipt of a new or renewed license issued by the state fire marshal to the applicant, or

b.  Receipt of written approval to perform work prior to issuance of a new or renewed license from
the state fire marshal to the applicant.
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277.6(5) Nothing in this rule shall be interpreted to conflict with or diminish any requirement for
training or certification for anyone installing or servicing an alarm system set forth in any rule of the
state fire marshal or local fire ordinance or standard adopted by reference therein.

277.6(6) A license may be renewed only if the licensee has completed recertification of the
applicable requirements relative to the endorsements for which the licensee is renewing.

661—277.7(100C) Iastaller Technician application and fees.

2717.7(1) Application. Any y installer technician seeking eertifieation licensure as an alarm system
instaler technician shall submit a completed application form to the state fire marshal. The application
shall be filed no later than 30 days prior to the date en-which-eertificationisrequired-or on which work
begins in the state or on which an existing eertifieation license expires, except that an apphcatlon for
endorsement as an alarm system installer-assistant technician trainee shall be submitted no later than
the first day of employment as an alarm system installer-assistant technician trainee. An application

form may be obtained from the state fire marshal or from the Web-site-of-the-alarmsystem-eontractor
and-installer-eertificationprogram state fire marshal’s website. The application form shall be submitted

with all required attachments and the required application fee established in subrele 27742} this rule.
An application shall not be considered complete unless all required information is submitted, including
required attachments and fees, and shall not be processed until it is complete

2717.7(2) Certification Licensure fee. The eertification license fee for an alarm system instaler
technician shall be $150 for three years, except that the eertification license fee for endorsement as an
alarm system installerassistant technician trainee shall be $50 for one year. There shall be an additional

fee of $25 for each endorsement beyond the first. I—Pan—appheattoﬂ—rs—demed—aﬂ—e*eei%ég—o{;the—fee

The state ﬁre marshal shall waive any fee charged to an applicant for a hcense if the applicant’s
household income does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty income guidelines and the applicant
is applying for the license for the first time in this state.

277.7(3) Payment. The certification fee shall be submitted electronically by draft, check, or money

order in the apphcable amount payable to the Dep&rtment—o#Pubhe—Sa—fetyL\ch—ﬂ%meme—pemen—ef

State Fire Marshal D1V1s10n Draft check or money order shall be addressed to the state ﬁre marshal as

established in subrule 277.1(4). Payment shall not be made in cash.

2717.7(4) Amended certification licensure fee.

a. The fee for issuance of an amended eettification license is $50 the difference between the
original license fee paid and changes in endorsement(s), if applicable. The fee shall be submitted with
the request for an amended eertifieation license. An-installer A technician shall request and the state fire
marshal shall issue an amended eertifieate license for a change in any material information included in
or with the initial or renewal application. A licensee shall request and the state fire marshal shall issue
an amended license for any of the following reasons and a fee does not apply:

(1) A change in employer. A licensee may only transfer their technician license to another employer
if the licensee paid the license fee at the time of original application. If the licensee’s previous employer
paid the license fee, the licensee must reapply for a new license under their new employer and pay the
license fee.

(2) A change in any other material information included in or with the initial or renewal application.
A change of address is a material change. However, if the request for an amended license is solely
for a change of business address, the former address of the business is in an area subject to a disaster
emergency proclamation issued by the governor pursuant to Iowa Code section 29C.6, and the relocation
occurs as a result of flooding or storm damage or other conditions which form a basis for the issuance
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of the disaster emergency proclamation, the fee shall not apply, although an amended license shall be
issued.

b.  Other changes in the information required in the application form shall be reported to the state
fire marshal but shall not require issuance of an amended eertifieation license or payment of the amended
eertifieation license fee.

277.7(5) Attachments. Required attachments to the application for eertifieation license include, but
are not limited to, decumentation-oef required-eertifications; licenses-or-training: the following:

a. _Documentation applicant has met the applicable licensure requirements.

b.  Documentation of qualifying licensure in another issuing jurisdiction by providing the
following:

(1) Proof of residency in this state.

(2) Proof all conditions are met as established in rule 661—277.8(272C).

1. Copy of a license from other issuing jurisdiction.

2. Evidence the applicant met the issuing jurisdiction’s educational requirements and, if
applicable, work experience requirements.

3. Evidence the applicant passed issuing jurisdiction’s required examination, if applicable.

4. Evidence the applicant has not had a license revoked or voluntarily surrendered, had discipline
imposed, or been under investigation by another issuing jurisdiction.

5. Evidence the applicant does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before
any regulatory entity related to unprofessional conduct.

277.71(6) National criminal history check. Each applicant for eertifieation licensure as an-installer
a technician shall submit fingerprints and the applicable fee &s—d-uﬁeeted—by—th&diwswﬂ—ef—eﬂmmal
investigation at the time of application for a new or renewal license for a national criminal history check
conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

ITEM 15. Renumber rules 661—277.8(100C) and 661—277.9(100C) as 661—277.9(100C) and
661—277.10(100C).

ITEM 16. Adopt the following new rule 661—277.8(272C):

661—277.8(272C) Licensure of persons licensed in other jurisdictions.

277.8(1) For the purposes of this rule, “issuing jurisdiction” means the duly constituted authority in
another state that has issued a professional license, certificate, or registration to a person.

277.8(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an alarm system contractor license or alarm
system technician license shall be issued without an examination to a person who establishes residency
in this state or to a person who is married to an active duty member of the military forces of the United
States and who is accompanying the member on an official permanent change of station to a military
installation located in this state if all of the following conditions are met:

a. The person is currently licensed by at least one other issuing jurisdiction as an alarm system
contractor or alarm system technician with a substantially similar scope of practice and the license is in
good standing in all issuing jurisdictions in which the person holds a license.

b.  The person has been licensed by another issuing jurisdiction for at least one year.

c¢. When the person was licensed by the issuing jurisdiction, the issuing jurisdiction imposed
minimum educational requirements and, if applicable, work experience requirements, and the issuing
jurisdiction verifies that the person met those requirements in order to be licensed in that issuing
jurisdiction.

d.  The person previously passed an examination required by the other issuing jurisdiction for
licensure, if applicable.

e.  The person has not had a license revoked and has not voluntarily surrendered a license in any
other issuing jurisdiction or country while under investigation for unprofessional conduct.

£ The person has not had discipline imposed by any other regulating entity in this state or another
issuing jurisdiction or country. If another jurisdiction has taken disciplinary action against the person, the
state fire marshal shall determine if the cause for the action was corrected and the matter resolved. If the
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state fire marshal determines that the matter has not been resolved by the jurisdiction imposing discipline,
the state fire marshal shall not issue or deny a license to the person until the matter is resolved.

g Theperson does not have a complaint, allegation, or investigation pending before any regulating
entity in another issuing jurisdiction or country that relates to unprofessional conduct. If the person has
any complaints, allegations, or investigations pending, the state fire marshal shall not issue or deny a
license to the person until the complaint, allegation, or investigation is resolved.

h.  The person pays all applicable fees.

i.  The person does not have a criminal history that would prevent the person from holding the
alarm system contractor or alarm system technician license applied for in this state.

277.8(3) A person licensed pursuant to this rule is subject to the laws regulating the person’s practice
in this state and is subject to the jurisdiction of the state fire marshal.

277.8(4) This rule does not apply to any of the following:

a. The ability of the state fire marshal to require the submission of fingerprints or completion of
a criminal history check.

b.  The ability of the state fire marshal to require a person to take and pass an examination specific
to the laws of this state prior to issuing a license. If the state fire marshal requires an application to take
and pass an examination specific to the laws of this state, the state fire marshal shall issue an applicant a
temporary license that is valid for a period of three months and may be renewed once for an additional
period of three months.

277.8(5) Except as provided in subrule 277.8(2), a person applying for a license in this state who
relocates to this state from another state that did not require a license to practice as an alarm system
contractor or alarm system technician may be considered to have met any education, training, or work
experience requirements imposed by the state fire marshal in this state if the person has three or more
years of related work experience with a substantially similar scope of practice within the four years
preceding the date of application as determined by the state fire marshal.

ITEM 17. Amend renumbered rules 661—277.9(100C) and 661—277.10(100C) as follows:

661—277.9(100C) Complaints. Complaints regarding the performance of any eertified licensed
contractor or installer technician, failure of a eertified licensed contractor or installer technician to meet
any of the requirements established in lowa Code Supplement chapter 100C or this chapter or any other
provision of law, or operation as an alarm system contractor or istater technician without eertification
licensure may be filed with the state fire marshal.

277.9(1) Complaints should be addressed as follows:

| : - | Installer Cortification ]

State Fire Marshal Division

Iowa Department of Public Safety

Attn: SFM Licensing Administration

215 East 7th Street

Des Moines, lowa 50319

277.9(2) Complaints may be submitted by electronic mail to alarminfot@dps-statedaus
sfmlicense@dps.state.ia.us or by faesimile-to-(51+5)725-61+72 the United States Postal Service.

277.9(3) Complaints should be as specific as possible and must clearly identify the contractor or

mstal-ler technician agamst whom the complamt is filed. A—fe%m—w*&eh—may—b%&sed—te—ﬁ-l%eempl-am&sﬁ

v WEHRE: Complamt
shall be submltted in ertlng to the state fire marshal. A complalnt may be subm1tted anonymously, but

if the name and contact information of the complainant are provided, the complainant will be notified of
the disposition of the complaint.

43


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/661.277.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/100C.pdf
mailto:alarminfo@dps.state.ia.us
mailto:sfmlicense@dps.state.ia.us
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/alarm/index.shtml

661—277.10(100C) Denial, suspension, or revocation of eertifieation licensure; civil penalties; and
appeals. The state fire marshal may deny, suspend or revoke the eertifieatior license of a contractor
or instaler technician or may assess a civil penalty to the contractor, if any provision of these rules or
any other provision of law related to operation as an alarm system contractor or instaler technician is
violated.

277.10(1) Denial. The state fire marshal may deny an application for eertifieation licensure:

a. If the applicant makes a false statement on the application form or in any other submission of
information required for eertifieation licensure. “False statement” means providing false information or
failing to include material information, such as a previous criminal conviction or action taken by another
jurisdiction, when requested on the application form or otherwise in the application process.

b.  Ifthe applicant fails to meet all of the requirements for eertifieation licensure established in this
chapter.

c.  If the applicant is currently barred for cause from acting as an alarm system contractor or
installer technician in another jurisdiction.

d.  Ifan applicant has previously been barred for cause from operating in another jurisdiction as an
alarm system contractor or installer technician and if the basis of that action reflects upon the integrity
of the applicant in operating as an alarm system contractor or iastaller technician. If an applicant is
found to have been previously barred for cause from operating as an alarm system contractor or installer
technician in another jurisdiction and is no longer barred from doing so, the state fire marshal shall
evaluate the record of that action with regard to the likelihood that the applicant would operate with
integrity as a eertified licensed contractor or instaler technician. If an applicant is denied under this
provision, the applicant shall be notified of the specific reasons for the denial.

as-a-certified-contractor-erinstaller: Conviction of a felony offense, if the offense directly relates to the
profession or occupation of the licensee, in the courts of this state or another state, territory or country.
“Conviction” as used in this subrule includes a conviction of an offense which if committed in this state
would be a felony without regard to its designation elsewhere, and includes a finding or verdict of guilt
made or returned in a criminal proceeding even if the adjudication of guilt is withheld or not entered.
A certified copy of the final order or judgment of conviction or plea of guilty in this state or in another
state constitutes conclusive evidence of the conviction. If an applicant is denied under this provision,
the applicant shall be notified of the specific reasons for the denial.

/. Knowingly making misleading, deceptive, untrue or fraudulent representations in the practice
of the licensee’s profession or engaging in unethical conduct or practice harmful or detrimental to the
public. Proof of actual injury need not be established.

2. Willful or repeated violations of the provisions of this chapter.

277.10(2) Suspension. A suspension of a eertifieation license may be imposed by the state fire
marshal for any violation of these rules or lowa Code Supplement chapter 100C or for a failure to
meet any legal requirement to operate as an alarm system contractor or #staller technician in this state.
Failure to provide any notice to the state fire marshal as provided in these rules shall be grounds for
suspension. An order of suspension shall specify the length of the suspension and shall specify that
correction of all conditions which were a basis for the suspension is a condition of reinstatement of the
eertifieation license even after the period of the suspension.

277.10(3) Revocation. A revocation is a termination of a eertification license. A eertifieation license
may be revoked by the state fire marshal for repeated violations or for a violation which creates an
imminent danger to the safety or health of individuals protected by an alarm system incorrectly installed
by a certified contractor or instaler technician or when information comes to the attention of the state
fire marshal which, if known to the state fire marshal when the application was being considered, would
have resulted in denial of the eertifieation license. A new application for eertifieation licensure from
a contractor or installer technician whose eertifieation license had previously been revoked shall not be
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considered for a period of one year after the effective date of the revocation and, in any event, until every
condition which was a basis for the revocation has been corrected. The state fire marshal may specify
in the revocation order a longer period than one year before a new application for eertifieation licensure
may be considered. When a new application for eertifieation licensure from a contractor or instaler
technician whose eertifieation license was previously revoked is being considered, the applicant may be
denied eertifieation licensure based upon the same information which was the basis for revocation even
after any such period established by the state fire marshal has expired.

277.10(4) Disqualifications for criminal convictions limited.

a.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a person’s conviction of a crime
may be grounds for the denial, revocation, or suspension of a license only if an unreasonable risk to public
safety exists because the offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the profession and
the state fire marshal does not grant an exception pursuant to paragraph 277.10(4)“d.”

b.  The state fire marshal shall provide a list of the specific convictions that may disqualify an
applicant from receiving a license. Any such offense shall be an offense that directly relates to the duties
and responsibilities of the profession.

c. _ The state fire marshal shall not deny an application for a license on the basis of an arrest that
was not followed by a conviction or based on a finding that an applicant lacks good character, suffers
from moral turpitude, or on another similar basis.

d.  The state fire marshal shall grant an exception to an applicant who would otherwise be denied
a license due to a criminal conviction if the following factors establish by clear and convincing evidence
that the applicant is rehabilitated and an appropriate candidate for licensure:

(1) The nature and seriousness of the crime for which the applicant was convicted.

(2) The amount of time that has passed since the commission of the crime. There is a rebuttable
presumption that an applicant is rehabilitated and an appropriate candidate for licensure five years after
the date of the applicant’s release from incarceration, provided that the applicant was not convicted of
sexual abuse in violation of Towa Code section 709.4, a sexually violent offense as defined in lowa Code
section 229A.2, dependent adult abuse in violation of Iowa Code section 235B.20, a forcible felony as
defined in Iowa Code section 702.11, or domestic abuse assault in violation of lowa Code section 708.2A,
and the applicant has not been convicted of another crime after release from incarceration.

(3) The circumstances relative to the offense, including any aggravating and mitigating
circumstances or social conditions surrounding the commission of the offense.

(4) The age of the applicant at the time the offense was committed.

(5) Any treatment undertaken by the applicant.

(6) Whether a certificate of employability has been issued to the applicant pursuant to lowa Code
section 906.19.

(7) Any letters of reference submitted on behalf of the applicant.

(8) All other relevant evidence of rehabilitation and present fitness of the applicant.

e. An applicant may petition the state fire marshal in writing as specified in subrule 277.1(4) for
a determination as to whether the applicant’s criminal record will prevent the applicant from receiving a
license. The state fire marshal shall issue such a determination within 30 days of receiving the petition.
The state fire marshal shall determine whether an applicant’s criminal record will prevent the applicant
from receiving a license while determining whether to deny an applicant’s application on the basis of an
applicant’s criminal conviction. The state fire marshal may charge a fee to recoup the costs of such a
determination, provided that such fee shall not exceed $25.

/. When the state fire marshal denies an applicant a license solely or partly because of the
applicant’s prior conviction of a crime, the state fire marshal shall notify the applicant in writing of all
of the following:

(1) The grounds for the denial of disqualification.

(2) That the applicant has the right to a hearing to challenge the state fire marshal’s decision.

(3) The earliest date the applicant may submit a new application.

(4) That evidence of rehabilitation of the applicant may be considered upon reapplication.
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g. A determination by the state fire marshal that an applicant’s criminal conviction is specifically
listed as a disqualifying conviction and the offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of
the applicant’s profession must be documented in written findings for each factor specified in paragraph
277.10(4) “d” sufficient for a review by a court.

h. In any administrative or civil hearing authorized by this subrule or lowa Code chapter 17A,
the state fire marshal shall carry the burden of proof on the question of whether the applicant’s criminal
offense directly relates to the duties and responsibilities of the profession for which the license is sought.

i. _ The state fire marshal may require an applicant with a criminal record to submit the applicant’s
complete criminal record detailing an applicant’s offenses with an application. The state fire marshal may
also require an applicant with a criminal record to submit a personal statement regarding whether each
offense directly relates to the duties and performance of the applicant’s occupation. For the purposes
of this subrule, “complete criminal record” includes the complaint and judgment of conviction for each
offense of which the applicant has been convicted.

2773104 277.10(5) Civil penalties. The state fire marshal may impose a civil penalty of up to $500
per day during which a violation has occurred and for every day until the violation is corrected. A civil
penalty may be imposed in lieu of or in addition to a suspension or may be imposed in addition to a
revocation. A civil penalty shall not be imposed in lieu of a revocation.

277310¢5) 277.10(6) Suspension or revocation for nonpayment of child support. The following
procedures shall apply to actions taken by the department on a certificate of noncompliance received
from the lowa department of human services pursuant to lowa Code chapter 252]J:

a. The notice required by lowa Code section 252J.8 shall be served upon the eertified licensed
contractor or installer technician by restricted certified mail, return receipt requested, or personal
service in accordance with Iowa Rule of Civil Procedure 1.305. Alternatively, the contractor or installer
technician may accept service personally or through authorized counsel.

b. The effective date of revocation or suspension of eertification licensure of a contractor or
installer technician, as specified in the notice required by lowa Code section 252J.8, shall be 60 days
following service upon the contractor or nstalter technician.

c.  Contractors or instalers technicians shall keep the state fire marshal informed of all court
actions and all child support recovery unit actions taken under or in connection with lowa Code chapter
252] and shall provide the state fire marshal with copies, within 7 seven days of filing or issuance, of all
applications filed with the district court pursuant to lowa Code section 252J.9, all court orders entered
in such actions, and withdrawals of certificates of noncompliance by the child support recovery unit.

d.  All applicable fees for an application or reinstatement must be paid by the contractor or instaler
technician before a eertifieate license will be issued, renewed, or reinstated after the state fire marshal
has denied the issuance or renewal of a eertifieation license or has suspended or revoked a eertifieation
license pursuant to lowa Code chapter 2521J.

e. In the event a contractor or instaler technician files a timely district court action following
service of a notice pursuant to lowa Code sections 252J.8 and 252J.9, the state fire marshal shall
continue with the intended action described in the notice upon the receipt of a court order lifting the stay,
dismissing the action, or otherwise directing the department to proceed. For the purpose of determining
the effective date of revocation or suspension of the eertifieation license, the department shall count
the number of days before the action was filed and the number of days after the action was disposed
of by the court.

/- Suspensions or revocations imposed pursuant to this subrule may not be appealed
administratively within the department of public safety.

NOTE: The procedures established in subrule 277:9¢5) 277.10(6) implement the requirements of lowa
Code chapter 252J. The provisions of lowa Code chapter 252] establish mandatory requirements for an
agency which administers a eertifieation licensing program, such as the one established in this chapter,
and provide that actions brought under these provisions are not subject to contested case procedures
established in lowa Code chapter 17A, but must be appealed directly to district court.
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277.10(7) Suspension or revocation for nonpayment of debts owed state or local government. The
following procedures shall apply to actions taken by the state fire marshal on a certificate of
noncompliance received from the Iowa department of revenue pursuant to lowa Code chapter 272D:

a.  The notice required by Iowa Code section 272D.3 shall be served upon the licensee by regular
mail.

b.  The effective date of revocation or suspension of a license, as specified in the notice required
by Iowa Code section 272D.3, shall be 20 days following service upon the licensee.

c. _Licensees shall keep the state fire marshal informed of all court actions and centralized
collection unit actions taken under or in connection with Iowa Code chapter 272D and shall provide
the state fire marshal with copies, within seven days of filing or issuance, of all applications filed with
the district court pursuant to Jowa Code section 272D.9, all court orders entered in such actions, and
withdrawals of certificates of noncompliance by the centralized collection unit.

d. _All applicable fees for an application or reinstatement must be paid by the licensee before a
license will be issued, renewed, or reinstated after the state fire marshal has denied the issuance or renewal
of a license or has suspended or revoked a license pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 272D.

e. _Inthe event the licensee files a timely district court action following service of a notice pursuant
to Iowa Code section 272D.8, the state fire marshal shall continue with the intended action described in
the notice upon the receipt of a court order lifting the stay, dismissing the action, or otherwise directing
the state fire marshal to proceed. For the purpose of determining the effective date of revocation or
suspension of the license, the state fire marshal shall count the number of days before the action was
filed and the number of days after the action was disposed of by the court.

/. Suspensions or revocations imposed pursuant to this subrule may not be appealed
administratively to the state fire marshal or within the department of public safety.

NOTE: The procedures established in subrule 277.10(7) implement the requirements of Iowa Code
chapter 272D. The provisions of ITowa Code chapter 272D establish mandatory requirements for an
agency which administers a licensing program, such as the one established in this chapter, and provide
that actions brought under these provisions are not subject to contested case procedures established in
Iowa Code chapter 17A but must be appealed directly to district court.

27710¢6) 277.10(8) Appeals. Any denial, suspension, or revocation of a eertifieationr license, or any
civil penalty imposed upon a eertified licensed contractor or instaler technician under this rule, other
than one imposed pursuant to subrule 2779¢5) 277.10(6) or 277.10(7), may be appealed by the contractor

or installer technician within 14 days of receipt of the notice. Appeals of actions taken by the state fire

marshal under this rule shall be to the commissioner of public safety and shall be treated as contested

cases, following the procedures established in rules 661—10.301(17A) through 661—10.332(17A).
ese_rules-arein imblemen chanter 100C 3 b

ITEM 18. Adopt the following new rule 661—277.11(272C):

661—277.11(272C) Veterans, military service members, and certain survivor beneficiaries. Any
individual while serving honorably on federal active duty, state active duty, or national guard duty, as
defined in Iowa Code section 29A.1, applying for licensure as an alarm system contractor or alarm system
technician shall apply for licensure following 661—Chapter 278.

ITEM 19. Adopt the following new implementation sentence in 661—Chapter 277:
These rules are intended to implement lowa Code chapter 100C.
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